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QUESTION:  Which among the following was/were the subject(s) of drawing of the pre
historic Art? 

 1. human figures  

 2. human activities  

 3. god and goddesses  

 4. animals  

 Choose the correct code:  

 (A) 1 and 4 only  

 (B) 2 and 3  

 (C) 1, 2 and 4  

 (D) All of the above 

Answer: C 

Exp: The paintings here can be divided into three categories: man, animal and geometric 
patterns in white, black and red ochre. Humans are represen
long-snouted animal, a fox and a multiple legged lizard are the main animal motifs.

 

QUESTION:  Consider the following statements: 

 1. The Sufi saints discarded the materialistic life and refrained from court politics. 

 2. Many Turkish Sultans did not simply need to demonstrate their association with sufis; 
they also required legitimation from them

  Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 

 (A) 1 only  

 (B) 2 only  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Which among the following was/were the subject(s) of drawing of the pre

Exp: The paintings here can be divided into three categories: man, animal and geometric 
patterns in white, black and red ochre. Humans are represented in stick

snouted animal, a fox and a multiple legged lizard are the main animal motifs.

Consider the following statements:  

1. The Sufi saints discarded the materialistic life and refrained from court politics. 

Turkish Sultans did not simply need to demonstrate their association with sufis; 
they also required legitimation from them 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?  

XPLANATION 

Which among the following was/were the subject(s) of drawing of the pre-

Exp: The paintings here can be divided into three categories: man, animal and geometric 
ted in stick-like forms. A 

snouted animal, a fox and a multiple legged lizard are the main animal motifs. 

1. The Sufi saints discarded the materialistic life and refrained from court politics.  

Turkish Sultans did not simply need to demonstrate their association with sufis; 
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 (C) Both 1 and 2  

 (D) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Exp: During Mughal period some Sufi Silsilahs like Nasqbandi and Suharawadi accepted 
courtly offices. 

 

QUESTION:  Consider the following statement/s about taxation during the Mauryan 
period:  

 1. Brahmans, children, and handicapped people were exempted from pay

  2. No tax was levied in areas where new trade routes or new irrigation projects or new 
agricultural land were being developed. 

 3. Tax on trade and commerce was the main source of revenue for the state 

 4. Tax evasion was considered a very serious crime and offenders were severely punished 

 Which of the above is/are correct? 

 (A) 1 and 2 only  

 (B) 1, 2 and 4 only  

 (C) 1 and 4 only  

 (D) All of the above 

Answer: B 

Exp: The land revenue was the main so

 

QUESTION:  In the Mauryan administration an officer called yukta discharged which of the 
following duties? 

  (A) The subordinate/officer incharge of the revenues of the king.

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

During Mughal period some Sufi Silsilahs like Nasqbandi and Suharawadi accepted 

Consider the following statement/s about taxation during the Mauryan 

1. Brahmans, children, and handicapped people were exempted from pay

2. No tax was levied in areas where new trade routes or new irrigation projects or new 
agricultural land were being developed.  

3. Tax on trade and commerce was the main source of revenue for the state 

4. Tax evasion was considered a very serious crime and offenders were severely punished 

Which of the above is/are correct?  

Exp: The land revenue was the main source of revenue for the state.

In the Mauryan administration an officer called yukta discharged which of the 

(A) The subordinate/officer incharge of the revenues of the king. 

XPLANATION 

During Mughal period some Sufi Silsilahs like Nasqbandi and Suharawadi accepted 

Consider the following statement/s about taxation during the Mauryan 

1. Brahmans, children, and handicapped people were exempted from paying taxes. 

2. No tax was levied in areas where new trade routes or new irrigation projects or new 

3. Tax on trade and commerce was the main source of revenue for the state  

4. Tax evasion was considered a very serious crime and offenders were severely punished  

urce of revenue for the state. 

In the Mauryan administration an officer called yukta discharged which of the 
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  (B) They were spies  

 (C) They were responsible for land measurement and fixing their boundaries. 

 (D) They were given judicial power to punish the guilty and set free the innocents.

Answer: A 

Exp: In the Mauryan administration there was an officer called yukta who was perhaps 
the subordinate/ officer incharge of the revenues of the king.

 

QUESTION:  According to Jaina philosophy which of the following is/are true? 

 1. The world is created and destroyed by God

 2. The souls are found not only in the living beings like animals and plants but also in 
stones, rocks, water etc.  

 3. The soul which has finally set itself free rises at once to the top of the universe, above 
the highest heaven, where it remains in an inactive omniscient bliss through eternity. 

 Choose the correct ones:  

 (A) 1 and 2 only  

 (B) 2 and 3 only  

 (C) 1 and 3 only  

 (D) All of the above 

Answer: B 

Exp: Though the Jainas did not deny the existence of God, they simply ignored him. The 
world for Jains is not created, maintained or destroyed by a God but functions through a 
universal or eternal law. The universe is eternal. It’s existence is divided into cycles of 
progress (utsarpini) and declines (avasarpim). The universe functions through the 
interaction of living souls Jiva
of the soul is the purpose of living, for it is only the pure soul after being released from 
the body that resides in bliss. The souls are found not only in the living beings like animals 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

for land measurement and fixing their boundaries. 

(D) They were given judicial power to punish the guilty and set free the innocents.

Exp: In the Mauryan administration there was an officer called yukta who was perhaps 
incharge of the revenues of the king. 

According to Jaina philosophy which of the following is/are true? 

1. The world is created and destroyed by God 

2. The souls are found not only in the living beings like animals and plants but also in 

3. The soul which has finally set itself free rises at once to the top of the universe, above 
the highest heaven, where it remains in an inactive omniscient bliss through eternity. 

Exp: Though the Jainas did not deny the existence of God, they simply ignored him. The 
world for Jains is not created, maintained or destroyed by a God but functions through a 

or eternal law. The universe is eternal. It’s existence is divided into cycles of 
progress (utsarpini) and declines (avasarpim). The universe functions through the 

a and everything in the universe has a soul. The purification 
of the soul is the purpose of living, for it is only the pure soul after being released from 
the body that resides in bliss. The souls are found not only in the living beings like animals 

XPLANATION 

for land measurement and fixing their boundaries.  

(D) They were given judicial power to punish the guilty and set free the innocents. 

Exp: In the Mauryan administration there was an officer called yukta who was perhaps 

According to Jaina philosophy which of the following is/are true?  

2. The souls are found not only in the living beings like animals and plants but also in 

3. The soul which has finally set itself free rises at once to the top of the universe, above 
the highest heaven, where it remains in an inactive omniscient bliss through eternity.  

Exp: Though the Jainas did not deny the existence of God, they simply ignored him. The 
world for Jains is not created, maintained or destroyed by a God but functions through a 

or eternal law. The universe is eternal. It’s existence is divided into cycles of 
progress (utsarpini) and declines (avasarpim). The universe functions through the 

and everything in the universe has a soul. The purification 
of the soul is the purpose of living, for it is only the pure soul after being released from 
the body that resides in bliss. The souls are found not only in the living beings like animals 
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and plants but also in stones, rocks, water etc. The soul which has finally set itself free 
rises at once to the top of the universe, above the highest heaven, where it remains in an 
inactive omniscient bliss through eternity. This for the Jains is Nirvana

 

QUESTION:  Consider the following statement/s about guilds or Shrenis, organizations of 
craft producers and merchants:

  1. Persons engaged in life destroying activities like hunting and fishing did not form any 
shreni.  

 2. Daughters of the family were exclud

 Choose the correct ones:  

 (A) 1 only  

 (B) 2 only  

 (C) Both 1 and 2  

 (D) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C  

Exp: Some scholars have opined that as the each economic activity and craft was having 
its specific traditions and trade secrets, shrenis were formed to protect the same, and 
fathers used to pass on the same to their sons, and so it continued from one generation 
to the next generation. Daughters were excluded from becoming the members of the 
shreni, as once married they went to their husbands’ homes, and were prone to divulge 
the trade secrets to the families of their husbands

 

QUESTION:  Which of the following is true about Anagrahara land grants? 

 1. The land was granted to a Brahmana, who was usually exempte
revenue and other dues to the king

 2. The land and was often given with the right to collect these dues from the local people

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

nts but also in stones, rocks, water etc. The soul which has finally set itself free 
rises at once to the top of the universe, above the highest heaven, where it remains in an 
inactive omniscient bliss through eternity. This for the Jains is Nirvana

Consider the following statement/s about guilds or Shrenis, organizations of 
craft producers and merchants: 

1. Persons engaged in life destroying activities like hunting and fishing did not form any 

2. Daughters of the family were excluded from becoming the members of the shreni 

Exp: Some scholars have opined that as the each economic activity and craft was having 
ns and trade secrets, shrenis were formed to protect the same, and 

fathers used to pass on the same to their sons, and so it continued from one generation 
to the next generation. Daughters were excluded from becoming the members of the 

ied they went to their husbands’ homes, and were prone to divulge 
the trade secrets to the families of their husbands. 

Which of the following is true about Anagrahara land grants? 

1. The land was granted to a Brahmana, who was usually exempte
revenue and other dues to the king.  

2. The land and was often given with the right to collect these dues from the local people

XPLANATION 

nts but also in stones, rocks, water etc. The soul which has finally set itself free 
rises at once to the top of the universe, above the highest heaven, where it remains in an 
inactive omniscient bliss through eternity. This for the Jains is Nirvana. 

Consider the following statement/s about guilds or Shrenis, organizations of 

1. Persons engaged in life destroying activities like hunting and fishing did not form any 

ed from becoming the members of the shreni  

Exp: Some scholars have opined that as the each economic activity and craft was having 
ns and trade secrets, shrenis were formed to protect the same, and 

fathers used to pass on the same to their sons, and so it continued from one generation 
to the next generation. Daughters were excluded from becoming the members of the 

ied they went to their husbands’ homes, and were prone to divulge 

Which of the following is true about Anagrahara land grants?  

1. The land was granted to a Brahmana, who was usually exempted from paying land 

2. The land and was often given with the right to collect these dues from the local people.  
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 Choose the correct ones: 

  (A) 1 only  

 (B) 2 only  

 (C) Both 1 and 2  

 (D) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer:  C 

 

QUESTION:  In the post Mauryan period Gahapati was the owner, master or head of a 
household exercised control over which of the following:

  1. Women in the household  

 2. Children in the household  

 3. Slaves and workers who shared a common residence 

 4. Animals and other things that belonged to the household 

 Choose the correct ones:  

 (A) 4 only  

 (B) 3 and 4 only 

 (C) 1 and 2 only  

 (D) All of the above 

Answer: D 

Exp: A gahapati was the owner, master or head of a household, who exercised control 
over the women, children, slaves and workers who shared a common residence. He was 
also the owner of the resources 
household. Sometimes the term was used as a marker of status for men belonging to the 
urban elite, including wealthy merchants.

 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

In the post Mauryan period Gahapati was the owner, master or head of a 
household exercised control over which of the following: 

 

 

3. Slaves and workers who shared a common residence  

Animals and other things that belonged to the household  

Exp: A gahapati was the owner, master or head of a household, who exercised control 
the women, children, slaves and workers who shared a common residence. He was 

also the owner of the resources – land, animals and other things 
household. Sometimes the term was used as a marker of status for men belonging to the 

n elite, including wealthy merchants. 

XPLANATION 

In the post Mauryan period Gahapati was the owner, master or head of a 

Exp: A gahapati was the owner, master or head of a household, who exercised control 
the women, children, slaves and workers who shared a common residence. He was 

land, animals and other things – that belonged to the 
household. Sometimes the term was used as a marker of status for men belonging to the 
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QUESTION:  Which of the following statement/s is not correct about Extremists? 

 (A) The speeches and writings of some of the Extremist leaders had a strong religious and 
Hindu tinge.  

 (B) Many Extremist leaders were

 (C) They identified Indian culture and the Indian nation with the Hindu religion and 
Hindus.  

 (D) They tried to abandon elements of composite culture

Answer: B 

Exp: This does not mean- that militant nationalists were ant
communal. Far from this, most of them, including the most radical ones, favored the 
Hindu-Muslim’ unity. 

 

QUESTION:  Consider the following statement/s: 

 1. Under separate electorates system of Morley Minto reforms the Muslims were
reservations in much higher proportion compared to their population. 

 2. The system of separate electorates was based on the notion that the political and 
economic interests of Hindus and Muslims were different. 

 3. Moderates decided not to cooperate with the Government in working of the Morley 
Minto reforms of 1909.  

 Choose the correct ones:  

 (A) 1 and 2 only  

 (B) 2 only  

 (C) 2 and 3 only  

 (D) All of the above 

Answer: A 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Which of the following statement/s is not correct about Extremists? 

(A) The speeches and writings of some of the Extremist leaders had a strong religious and 

(B) Many Extremist leaders were anti-Muslims in their approach.  

(C) They identified Indian culture and the Indian nation with the Hindu religion and 

(D) They tried to abandon elements of composite culture 

that militant nationalists were anti-Muslim or even wholly 
communal. Far from this, most of them, including the most radical ones, favored the 

Consider the following statement/s:  

1. Under separate electorates system of Morley Minto reforms the Muslims were
reservations in much higher proportion compared to their population. 

2. The system of separate electorates was based on the notion that the political and 
economic interests of Hindus and Muslims were different.  

3. Moderates decided not to cooperate with the Government in working of the Morley 

XPLANATION 

Which of the following statement/s is not correct about Extremists?  

(A) The speeches and writings of some of the Extremist leaders had a strong religious and 

 

(C) They identified Indian culture and the Indian nation with the Hindu religion and 

Muslim or even wholly 
communal. Far from this, most of them, including the most radical ones, favored the 

1. Under separate electorates system of Morley Minto reforms the Muslims were given 
reservations in much higher proportion compared to their population.  

2. The system of separate electorates was based on the notion that the political and 

3. Moderates decided not to cooperate with the Government in working of the Morley 



         

 

        ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM 

Exp: Reservation to Muslims was not 
moderate nationalists did not fully support the Morley
realized that the Reforms had not really granted much. But they decided to cooperate 
with the Government in working the reforms.

QUESTION:  Which of the following statement/s are true about the militant nationalists or 
Extremists?  

 1. They believed that Indians themselves must work out their own salvation 

 2. They were of the view that anarchy and lawlessness would return if Bri
to leave India.  

 3. They glorified Indian history and past and considered Indian culture to be superior over 
the western one.  

 Choose the correct ones:  

 (A) 1 and 3 only  

 (B) 1 only  

 (C) 2 and 3 only  

 (D) All of the above 

Answer: A 

Exp: Moderates were of the view that were of the view that anarchy and lawlessness 
would return if British were forced to leave India.

 

QUESTION: Consider the following statement/s about Indian Association formed in July 
1876:  

 1. The Association was critical to the formation of Indian National Congress.

 2. The demands of the Association were elitist in the nature and it never demanded any 
reforms related to peasants and workers. 

 Which of the above is/are correct? 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Exp: Reservation to Muslims was not the concept under the separate electorates. The 
moderate nationalists did not fully support the Morley-Minto Reforms. They soon 
realized that the Reforms had not really granted much. But they decided to cooperate 
with the Government in working the reforms. 

Which of the following statement/s are true about the militant nationalists or 

1. They believed that Indians themselves must work out their own salvation 

2. They were of the view that anarchy and lawlessness would return if Bri

3. They glorified Indian history and past and considered Indian culture to be superior over 

xp: Moderates were of the view that were of the view that anarchy and lawlessness 
would return if British were forced to leave India. 

Consider the following statement/s about Indian Association formed in July 

cal to the formation of Indian National Congress.

2. The demands of the Association were elitist in the nature and it never demanded any 
reforms related to peasants and workers.  

Which of the above is/are correct?  

XPLANATION 

the concept under the separate electorates. The 
Minto Reforms. They soon 

realized that the Reforms had not really granted much. But they decided to cooperate 

Which of the following statement/s are true about the militant nationalists or 

1. They believed that Indians themselves must work out their own salvation  

2. They were of the view that anarchy and lawlessness would return if British were forced 

3. They glorified Indian history and past and considered Indian culture to be superior over 

xp: Moderates were of the view that were of the view that anarchy and lawlessness 

Consider the following statement/s about Indian Association formed in July 

cal to the formation of Indian National Congress. 

2. The demands of the Association were elitist in the nature and it never demanded any 
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 (A) 1 only  

 (B) 2 only  

 (C) Both 1 and 2  

 (D) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Exp: The Association supported the formation of Congress and later got merged into the 
same. The first major issue that Indian Association took up for agitation was the reform of 
the Civil Service regulations and the 
Surendranath Banerjee toured different parts of the country during 1877
to create an all-India public opinion on this question. The Indian Association also carried 
out agitation against the Arms
of the tenants from oppression by the zamindars. During 1883
demonstrations of thousands of peasants to get the Rent Bill changed in the favor of the 
tenants, it also agitated for better conditions of work for the workers in the English
owned tea plantations where conditions of near

QUESTION:  Arrange the formation of the following societies/ organizations in the 
chronological order:  

 1. Landholders’ Society  

 2. Madras Native Association 

 3. Bengal British Indian Society 

 4. East India Association  

 Choose the correct ones:  

 (A) 1, 2, 3, 4  

 (B) 1, 3, 2, 4  

 (C) 2, 1, 3, 4  

 (D) 2, 3, 1, 4 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Exp: The Association supported the formation of Congress and later got merged into the 
same. The first major issue that Indian Association took up for agitation was the reform of 
the Civil Service regulations and the raising of the age limit for its examination. 
Surendranath Banerjee toured different parts of the country during 1877

India public opinion on this question. The Indian Association also carried 
out agitation against the Arms Act and the Vernacular Press Act and in favor of protection 
of the tenants from oppression by the zamindars. During 1883-85 it organized popular 
demonstrations of thousands of peasants to get the Rent Bill changed in the favor of the 

ated for better conditions of work for the workers in the English
owned tea plantations where conditions of near-slavery prevailed. 

Arrange the formation of the following societies/ organizations in the 

2. Madras Native Association  

3. Bengal British Indian Society  

XPLANATION 

Exp: The Association supported the formation of Congress and later got merged into the 
same. The first major issue that Indian Association took up for agitation was the reform of 

raising of the age limit for its examination. 
Surendranath Banerjee toured different parts of the country during 1877-78 in an effort 

India public opinion on this question. The Indian Association also carried 
Act and the Vernacular Press Act and in favor of protection 

85 it organized popular 
demonstrations of thousands of peasants to get the Rent Bill changed in the favor of the 

ated for better conditions of work for the workers in the English-
 

Arrange the formation of the following societies/ organizations in the 
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Answer: B 

Exp: Landholders’ Society (1837)
Society (1843) East India Association (1861)

QUESTION:  Consider the following statement/s about the First Factory Act passed in 
1881: 

  1. The Act dealt primarily with the problem of child labour. 

 2. It laid down that children below 14 years of age could not work in factories 

 3. It provided for a weekly holiday for all the workers. 

 Choose the correct ones:  

 (A) 1 and 2 only  

 (B) 1 only  

 (C) 2 and 3 only  

 (D) All of the above 

Answer: B 

Exp: The Act dealt primarily with the problem of child labor. It lay down that children 
below 7 (and not 14) years of age could not work in factories it provided four holidays for 
all the workers in the month. The Second Factory Act 1891 provided for a weekly h
for all the workers. 

 

QUESTION:  An Act of Parliament in 1858 transferred the power to govern from East India 
Company to the British Crown. Consider the following statement/s in this regard: 

 1. The power was to be exercised by a Secretary of State for India aided by a council. 

 2. The Secretary of State was responsible to the Governor General. 

 3. The Governor General had the power to override any important decision of his 
executive Council.  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Exp: Landholders’ Society (1837) Madras Native Association (1857) Bengal British Indian 
Society (1843) East India Association (1861). 

Consider the following statement/s about the First Factory Act passed in 

1. The Act dealt primarily with the problem of child labour.  

2. It laid down that children below 14 years of age could not work in factories 

3. It provided for a weekly holiday for all the workers.  

The Act dealt primarily with the problem of child labor. It lay down that children 
below 7 (and not 14) years of age could not work in factories it provided four holidays for 
all the workers in the month. The Second Factory Act 1891 provided for a weekly h

An Act of Parliament in 1858 transferred the power to govern from East India 
Company to the British Crown. Consider the following statement/s in this regard: 

1. The power was to be exercised by a Secretary of State for India aided by a council. 

2. The Secretary of State was responsible to the Governor General. 

3. The Governor General had the power to override any important decision of his 

XPLANATION 

Madras Native Association (1857) Bengal British Indian 

Consider the following statement/s about the First Factory Act passed in 

2. It laid down that children below 14 years of age could not work in factories  

The Act dealt primarily with the problem of child labor. It lay down that children 
below 7 (and not 14) years of age could not work in factories it provided four holidays for 
all the workers in the month. The Second Factory Act 1891 provided for a weekly holiday 

An Act of Parliament in 1858 transferred the power to govern from East India 
Company to the British Crown. Consider the following statement/s in this regard:  

1. The power was to be exercised by a Secretary of State for India aided by a council.  

2. The Secretary of State was responsible to the Governor General.  

3. The Governor General had the power to override any important decision of his 
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 Choose the correct ones:  

 (A) 1 and 2 only  

 (B) 2 and 3 only  

 (C) 1 and 3 only  

 (D) All of the above 

Answer: C 

Exp: The Secretary of State was a member of British Cabinet and as such was responsible 
to the British Parliament. 

QUESTION:  Consider the following statement/s regarding the Development of Judiciary: 

 1. William Bentinck created Sadar Diwani Adalat (Criminal Court) and Sadar Nizamat 
Adalat (Civil Court) at Calcutta. 

 2. Cornwallis Code separated executive from Judiciary. 

 3. The Act of 1833 provided for constitution of Law Commission.

4. The Indian High Court Act of 1861established the Federal Court at Calcutta in 1937. 

 Which of the above statement/s is/are incorrect? 

 (A) 1 and 2 only  

 (B) 2 and 3 only  

 (C) 1 and 4 only  

 (D) 2 and 4 only 

Answer: C 

Exp: Warren Hastings made first attempt to reorganize the judicial system. He created 
Sadar Diwani Adalat (Civil Court) and Sadar Nizamat Adalat (Criminal Court) at Calcutta, 
as the Highest Court of Appeal. He attempted at codi
The Indian High Court Act was passed in 1861. High Courts were established at Calcutta, 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Exp: The Secretary of State was a member of British Cabinet and as such was responsible 

Consider the following statement/s regarding the Development of Judiciary: 

1. William Bentinck created Sadar Diwani Adalat (Criminal Court) and Sadar Nizamat 
Adalat (Civil Court) at Calcutta.  

2. Cornwallis Code separated executive from Judiciary.  

The Act of 1833 provided for constitution of Law Commission. 

4. The Indian High Court Act of 1861established the Federal Court at Calcutta in 1937. 

Which of the above statement/s is/are incorrect?  

Exp: Warren Hastings made first attempt to reorganize the judicial system. He created 
Sadar Diwani Adalat (Civil Court) and Sadar Nizamat Adalat (Criminal Court) at Calcutta, 
as the Highest Court of Appeal. He attempted at codifying both Hindu and Muslim laws. 
The Indian High Court Act was passed in 1861. High Courts were established at Calcutta, 

XPLANATION 

Exp: The Secretary of State was a member of British Cabinet and as such was responsible 

Consider the following statement/s regarding the Development of Judiciary:  

1. William Bentinck created Sadar Diwani Adalat (Criminal Court) and Sadar Nizamat 

4. The Indian High Court Act of 1861established the Federal Court at Calcutta in 1937.  

Exp: Warren Hastings made first attempt to reorganize the judicial system. He created 
Sadar Diwani Adalat (Civil Court) and Sadar Nizamat Adalat (Criminal Court) at Calcutta, 

fying both Hindu and Muslim laws. 
The Indian High Court Act was passed in 1861. High Courts were established at Calcutta, 
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Bombay and Madras by 1865. The first Indian Chief Justice was Ramesh Chandra Mitra. 
The GOI Act 1935 established the Federal Court at 

QUESTION:  Permanent Settlement was introduced in Bengal and Bihar by Lord Cornwallis 
in 1793.  

 Consider the following regarding the features of Permanent settlement and choose the 
correct ones:  

 1. Zamindars and revenue collectors conv

 2. right of ownership were not made hereditary 

 3. Zamindars to keep only 1/11 of the revenue collection as their share 

 4. The Zamindars were free to fix the rents.

  Code:  

 (A) 1, 2 and 4 only  

 (B) 1, 3 and 4 only  

 (C) 1, 2 and 3 only  

 (D) All of the above 

Answer: B 

Exp: It was introduced in Bengal, Bihar by Lord Cornwallis in 1793 and later in 1803 was 
extended to Orissa and districts of Benaras & Northern districts of Madras. It had three 
features:  

(A)Zamindars & revenue collectors converted into landlords 

(B)right of ownership made hereditary 

(C)Zamindars to keep only 1/11 as their share. John Shore planned Permanent 
Settlement. It declared zamindars as the owners of the land. The zamindars were free to 
fix the rents. In parts of Central India and Avadh, British introduced a temporary 
zamindari settlement where Zamindars were made permanent owners of land but 
revenue revised periodically. 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Bombay and Madras by 1865. The first Indian Chief Justice was Ramesh Chandra Mitra. 
The GOI Act 1935 established the Federal Court at Calcutta in 1937.

Permanent Settlement was introduced in Bengal and Bihar by Lord Cornwallis 

Consider the following regarding the features of Permanent settlement and choose the 

1. Zamindars and revenue collectors converted into landlords  

2. right of ownership were not made hereditary  

3. Zamindars to keep only 1/11 of the revenue collection as their share 

4. The Zamindars were free to fix the rents. 

Exp: It was introduced in Bengal, Bihar by Lord Cornwallis in 1793 and later in 1803 was 
extended to Orissa and districts of Benaras & Northern districts of Madras. It had three 

revenue collectors converted into landlords  

(B)right of ownership made hereditary  

(C)Zamindars to keep only 1/11 as their share. John Shore planned Permanent 
Settlement. It declared zamindars as the owners of the land. The zamindars were free to 

rents. In parts of Central India and Avadh, British introduced a temporary 
zamindari settlement where Zamindars were made permanent owners of land but 

 

XPLANATION 

Bombay and Madras by 1865. The first Indian Chief Justice was Ramesh Chandra Mitra. 
Calcutta in 1937. 

Permanent Settlement was introduced in Bengal and Bihar by Lord Cornwallis 

Consider the following regarding the features of Permanent settlement and choose the 

3. Zamindars to keep only 1/11 of the revenue collection as their share  

Exp: It was introduced in Bengal, Bihar by Lord Cornwallis in 1793 and later in 1803 was 
extended to Orissa and districts of Benaras & Northern districts of Madras. It had three 

(C)Zamindars to keep only 1/11 as their share. John Shore planned Permanent 
Settlement. It declared zamindars as the owners of the land. The zamindars were free to 

rents. In parts of Central India and Avadh, British introduced a temporary 
zamindari settlement where Zamindars were made permanent owners of land but 
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QUESTION:  Consider the following: 

 1. Establishment of a Board of Contr
supervise and control the government of India. 

 2. Reduction of the number of the members of the Council of the Governor General to 
three from four  

3. Clear-cut subordination of the Bombay and Madras P
General-in-Council in all questions of diplomacy, war and revenue. 

 The above mentioned provisions are envisaged in: 

 (A) Regulating Act of 1773  

 (B) Pitt’s India Act of 1784  

 (C) Charter Act of 1813  

 (D) Charter Act of 1833 

Answer: B 

 

QUESTION:  Which of the following statement/s is/are correct about the Dual 
Government of 1764?  

 1. The Nawab of Bengal Nizam
after the battle of Buxar.  

 2. Diwani Rights were the Police 
provincial governors.  

 Code:  

 (A) 1 only  

 (B) 2 only  

 (C) Both 1 and 2  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Consider the following:  

1. Establishment of a Board of Control, consisting of 6 members called Commissioners, to 
supervise and control the government of India.  

2. Reduction of the number of the members of the Council of the Governor General to 

cut subordination of the Bombay and Madras Presidencies to the Governor 
Council in all questions of diplomacy, war and revenue. 

The above mentioned provisions are envisaged in:  

Which of the following statement/s is/are correct about the Dual 

1. The Nawab of Bengal Nizam-ud-daula surrendered the Diwani rights to the company 

2. Diwani Rights were the Police and administrative rights which rested with the 

XPLANATION 

ol, consisting of 6 members called Commissioners, to 

2. Reduction of the number of the members of the Council of the Governor General to 

residencies to the Governor 
Council in all questions of diplomacy, war and revenue.  

Which of the following statement/s is/are correct about the Dual 

daula surrendered the Diwani rights to the company 

and administrative rights which rested with the 
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 (D) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Exp: The Nawab of Bengal Nizam
company, when he was installed as the Nawab of Bengal after the battle of Buxar. 
Likewise in the treaty of Allahabad, the Mughal Emperor Shah Alam II, gave the Diwani 
Rights of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa to the Company. After the treaty of Allahabad, the 
company got control over both these important rights. Diwani Rights which were fiscal 
and financial rights. The sovereign of the state i.e. Mughal Emperor possessed these 
rights. Practically the provincial officers collected the taxes but it was in the name of the 
sovereign. 

 

QUESTION:  Consider the following events precursor to the Battle of Plassey: 

 1. Siraj-ud-daula siezed the English factory at Kasimbazar. 

 2. Fort William surrendered but Robert Clive recovered Calcutta. 

 3. Treaty of Alinagar was signed. 

 4. British captured Chandranagore, the French settlement. 

 5. The Battle of Plassey was fought. 

 Choose the correct chronological order: 

 (A) 1-2-3-4-5  

 (B) 2-1-4-3-5  

 (C) 1-2-4-3-5  

 (D) 3-1-2-4-5 

Answer: A 

Exp: Siraj-ud-daula seized the English factory at 
William surrendered but Robert Clive recovered Calcutta. On 2nd Jan. 1757, Treaty of 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Exp: The Nawab of Bengal Nizam-ud-daula surrendered the Nizamat rights to the 
stalled as the Nawab of Bengal after the battle of Buxar. 

Likewise in the treaty of Allahabad, the Mughal Emperor Shah Alam II, gave the Diwani 
Rights of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa to the Company. After the treaty of Allahabad, the 

oth these important rights. Diwani Rights which were fiscal 
and financial rights. The sovereign of the state i.e. Mughal Emperor possessed these 
rights. Practically the provincial officers collected the taxes but it was in the name of the 

Consider the following events precursor to the Battle of Plassey: 

daula siezed the English factory at Kasimbazar.  

2. Fort William surrendered but Robert Clive recovered Calcutta.  

3. Treaty of Alinagar was signed.  

aptured Chandranagore, the French settlement.  

5. The Battle of Plassey was fought.  

Choose the correct chronological order:  

daula seized the English factory at Kasimbazar. On 20th June, 1756, Fort 
William surrendered but Robert Clive recovered Calcutta. On 2nd Jan. 1757, Treaty of 

XPLANATION 

daula surrendered the Nizamat rights to the 
stalled as the Nawab of Bengal after the battle of Buxar. 

Likewise in the treaty of Allahabad, the Mughal Emperor Shah Alam II, gave the Diwani 
Rights of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa to the Company. After the treaty of Allahabad, the 

oth these important rights. Diwani Rights which were fiscal 
and financial rights. The sovereign of the state i.e. Mughal Emperor possessed these 
rights. Practically the provincial officers collected the taxes but it was in the name of the 

Consider the following events precursor to the Battle of Plassey:  

 

Kasimbazar. On 20th June, 1756, Fort 
William surrendered but Robert Clive recovered Calcutta. On 2nd Jan. 1757, Treaty of 
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Alinagar was signed. British captured Chandranagore, the French settlement on March 
1757. The Battle of Plassey was fought on 23 June,

 

QUESTION:  Consider the following: 

 1. On the coast of Bay of Bengal, English established their first factory at Masulipatnam in 
1611.  

 2. In 1609 Captain Hawkins visited the court of Jahangir for the permission to build the 
factory at Surat.  

 Which of the above statement/s is/are correct? 

 (A) 1 only  

 (B) 2 only  

 (C) Both 1 and 2  

 (D) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Exp: In 1599, East India Company was formed in England. In 1600, Queen Elizabeth 
granted the monopoly to the company to trade for 15 
Hawkins visited the court of Mughal emperor Jahangir for the permission to build the 
factory at Surat. It was in the year 1613, that the Company got the permission from the 
Mughal emperor and built its first factory at Sur
ambassador of James I to Jahangir’s court in 1615 to obtain the permission to trade and 
erect factories in different parts of the empire.

 

QUESTION:  In 1498, the Portuguese under Vasco da Gama discovered the direct sea 
to India. Consider the following statement/s regarding the arrival of Portuguese in India: 

 1. Vasco da Gama landed in Calicut which was ruled by Hindu ruler Zamorin.

  2. Goa was the early capital of the Portuguese in India replaced by Cochin later. 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Alinagar was signed. British captured Chandranagore, the French settlement on March 
1757. The Battle of Plassey was fought on 23 June, 1757. 

Consider the following:  

1. On the coast of Bay of Bengal, English established their first factory at Masulipatnam in 

2. In 1609 Captain Hawkins visited the court of Jahangir for the permission to build the 

hich of the above statement/s is/are correct?  

Exp: In 1599, East India Company was formed in England. In 1600, Queen Elizabeth 
granted the monopoly to the company to trade for 15 years with India. In 1609 Captain 
Hawkins visited the court of Mughal emperor Jahangir for the permission to build the 
factory at Surat. It was in the year 1613, that the Company got the permission from the 
Mughal emperor and built its first factory at Surat. Sir Thomas Roe came to India as 
ambassador of James I to Jahangir’s court in 1615 to obtain the permission to trade and 
erect factories in different parts of the empire. 

In 1498, the Portuguese under Vasco da Gama discovered the direct sea 
to India. Consider the following statement/s regarding the arrival of Portuguese in India: 

1. Vasco da Gama landed in Calicut which was ruled by Hindu ruler Zamorin.

2. Goa was the early capital of the Portuguese in India replaced by Cochin later. 

XPLANATION 

Alinagar was signed. British captured Chandranagore, the French settlement on March 

1. On the coast of Bay of Bengal, English established their first factory at Masulipatnam in 

2. In 1609 Captain Hawkins visited the court of Jahangir for the permission to build the 

Exp: In 1599, East India Company was formed in England. In 1600, Queen Elizabeth 
years with India. In 1609 Captain 

Hawkins visited the court of Mughal emperor Jahangir for the permission to build the 
factory at Surat. It was in the year 1613, that the Company got the permission from the 

at. Sir Thomas Roe came to India as 
ambassador of James I to Jahangir’s court in 1615 to obtain the permission to trade and 

In 1498, the Portuguese under Vasco da Gama discovered the direct sea route 
to India. Consider the following statement/s regarding the arrival of Portuguese in India:  

1. Vasco da Gama landed in Calicut which was ruled by Hindu ruler Zamorin. 

2. Goa was the early capital of the Portuguese in India replaced by Cochin later.  
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 3. Alfonso d ‘Albuquerque was the first governor of Portuguese. 

 Choose the incorrect ones:  

 (A) 1 and 2 only  

 (B) 2 and 3 only  

 (C) 1 and 3 only  

 (D) All of the above 

Answer: B 

Exp: Cochin was the early capital of the Portuguese in India. Later Goa replaced it. 
Francisco de Almeida was the first governor of Portuguese. Almeida (1505
‘the policy of Blue water’. Alfonso d ‘Albuquerque was the second gove
Portuguese. Albuquerque (1509
Goa from the ruler of Bijapur in 1510. Nino da Cunha (1529
from Cochin to Goa (1530) and acquired Diu and Bassein (1534) from Bahadur 
Gujarat. The Marathas captured Salsette and Bassein in 1739.In the end they were left 
only with Goa, Diu and Daman which they retained till 1961.

QUESTION:  Which among the following Regional State and its Founder is/are incorrectly 
matched?  

 (A) Hyderabad - Nizam-ul-Mulk 

 (B) Bengal - Murshid-Kuli-Khan 

 (C) Carnatic - Saadutullah Khan 

 (D) Oudh - Alivardi Khan 

Answer: D 

Exp: Saadat Khan Burhan-ul-mulk was the founder of the Oudh state.

 

QUESTION:  Which of the following statement/s is/are correct about Farrukh Siyar? 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

3. Alfonso d ‘Albuquerque was the first governor of Portuguese.  

Exp: Cochin was the early capital of the Portuguese in India. Later Goa replaced it. 
Francisco de Almeida was the first governor of Portuguese. Almeida (1505
‘the policy of Blue water’. Alfonso d ‘Albuquerque was the second gove
Portuguese. Albuquerque (1509-15) introduced’ the policy of Imperialism’. He captured 
Goa from the ruler of Bijapur in 1510. Nino da Cunha (1529-38) transferred his capital 
from Cochin to Goa (1530) and acquired Diu and Bassein (1534) from Bahadur 
Gujarat. The Marathas captured Salsette and Bassein in 1739.In the end they were left 
only with Goa, Diu and Daman which they retained till 1961. 

Which among the following Regional State and its Founder is/are incorrectly 

Mulk  

Khan  

Saadutullah Khan  

mulk was the founder of the Oudh state.

Which of the following statement/s is/are correct about Farrukh Siyar? 

XPLANATION 

Exp: Cochin was the early capital of the Portuguese in India. Later Goa replaced it. 
Francisco de Almeida was the first governor of Portuguese. Almeida (1505-09) introduced 
‘the policy of Blue water’. Alfonso d ‘Albuquerque was the second governor of 

15) introduced’ the policy of Imperialism’. He captured 
38) transferred his capital 

from Cochin to Goa (1530) and acquired Diu and Bassein (1534) from Bahadur Shah of 
Gujarat. The Marathas captured Salsette and Bassein in 1739.In the end they were left 

Which among the following Regional State and its Founder is/are incorrectly 

mulk was the founder of the Oudh state. 

Which of the following statement/s is/are correct about Farrukh Siyar?  
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 1. Farrukh Siyar came to power with the help of Sayyid brothers, Abdullah Khan and 
Hussain Ali Khan  

 2. It was during the reign of Farrukh that Banda Bahadur the Sikh chief was captu
killed.  

 Choose the correct ones:  

 (A) 1 only  

 (B) 2 only  

 (C) Both 1 and 2  

 (D) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

 

QUESTION:  Which of the following statement/s correctly explains the term rjarali or 
revenue-farming under Later Mughals? 

 (A) The peasants were asked to pay taxes on the monthly basis to the government. 

 (B) Government began to contract with revenue farmers and middlemen to pay the 
Government a fixed amount of money while they were left free to collect whatever they 
could from the peasant. 

  (C) The land was divided under three categories as per the fertility of the land and the 
land revenue was calculated on the basis on the fertility. 

 (D) A fixed proportion of the revenue from the farming was allocated to the standing 
army of the king 

Answer: B  

Exp: Under Revenue Farming, instead of collecting land revenue at a fixed rate as under 
Todarmal’s land revenue settlement, the Government began to contract with revenue 
farmers and middlemen to pay the Government a fixed amount o

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

1. Farrukh Siyar came to power with the help of Sayyid brothers, Abdullah Khan and 

2. It was during the reign of Farrukh that Banda Bahadur the Sikh chief was captu

Which of the following statement/s correctly explains the term rjarali or 
farming under Later Mughals?  

(A) The peasants were asked to pay taxes on the monthly basis to the government. 

(B) Government began to contract with revenue farmers and middlemen to pay the 
Government a fixed amount of money while they were left free to collect whatever they 

(C) The land was divided under three categories as per the fertility of the land and the 
land revenue was calculated on the basis on the fertility.  

(D) A fixed proportion of the revenue from the farming was allocated to the standing 

Exp: Under Revenue Farming, instead of collecting land revenue at a fixed rate as under 
Todarmal’s land revenue settlement, the Government began to contract with revenue 
farmers and middlemen to pay the Government a fixed amount o

XPLANATION 

1. Farrukh Siyar came to power with the help of Sayyid brothers, Abdullah Khan and 

2. It was during the reign of Farrukh that Banda Bahadur the Sikh chief was captured and 

Which of the following statement/s correctly explains the term rjarali or 

(A) The peasants were asked to pay taxes on the monthly basis to the government.  

(B) Government began to contract with revenue farmers and middlemen to pay the 
Government a fixed amount of money while they were left free to collect whatever they 

(C) The land was divided under three categories as per the fertility of the land and the 

(D) A fixed proportion of the revenue from the farming was allocated to the standing 

Exp: Under Revenue Farming, instead of collecting land revenue at a fixed rate as under 
Todarmal’s land revenue settlement, the Government began to contract with revenue 
farmers and middlemen to pay the Government a fixed amount of money while they 
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were left free to collect whatever they could from the peasant. This led to increased 
oppression of the peasant. 

 

QUESTION:   Consider the following about Buddhist Scholars

 (1)  Nagarjuna founded the Madhyamika school of Mahayan Buddhism. 

 (2)  Asanga & Vasubandhu were proponents of Yogachara and Abhidhamma Teachings. 

 (3)  Buddhaghosuppatti was a work of Buddhaghosa.

 (4)  Dignāga or Dinnaga was founder of Buddhist logic. 

 (A)  1, 2 are true  

 (B)  1, 3, 4 are true 

 (C)  1, 2, 3 are true  

 (D)  All are true 

CORRECT ANSWER:  B 

EXPLANATION: Nagarjuna founded the Madhyamika school of Mahayan Buddhism. He 
was contemporary of Satavahana King Gautamiputra, Nagarjunkonda in modern 
Pradesh. He introduced Hybrid sanskrit (Pali + Sanskrit). Most important work is 
Mūlamadhyamakakārikā , which means Fundamental Verses on the Middle Way. His 
theory was Shunyavad ("emptiness"). Asanga & Vasubandhu were half brothers and 
proponents of Yogachara and Abhidhamma Teachings. They were from modern Peshawar 
in Pakistan. Most important work of Vasubandhu was Abhidharmamoksha.  Buddhaghosa 
(Voice of Buddha) belonged to 5th century AD was a greatest Pali scholar &commentator 
of the Theravada.  Details of his life have been described in Mahavamsa and 
Buddhaghosuppatti. Please note Buddhaghosuppatti was not his work. He travelled to Sri 
Lanka from India's Magadha and settled in Anuradhapura.  His important work is 
Visuddhimagga. 

 

QUESTION:  Consider the following about “Buddhist texts” 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

were left free to collect whatever they could from the peasant. This led to increased 

Consider the following about Buddhist Scholars 

)  Nagarjuna founded the Madhyamika school of Mahayan Buddhism. 

)  Asanga & Vasubandhu were proponents of Yogachara and Abhidhamma Teachings. 

)  Buddhaghosuppatti was a work of Buddhaghosa. 

)  Dignāga or Dinnaga was founder of Buddhist logic.  

EXPLANATION: Nagarjuna founded the Madhyamika school of Mahayan Buddhism. He 
was contemporary of Satavahana King Gautamiputra, Nagarjunkonda in modern 
Pradesh. He introduced Hybrid sanskrit (Pali + Sanskrit). Most important work is 
Mūlamadhyamakakārikā , which means Fundamental Verses on the Middle Way. His 
theory was Shunyavad ("emptiness"). Asanga & Vasubandhu were half brothers and 

f Yogachara and Abhidhamma Teachings. They were from modern Peshawar 
in Pakistan. Most important work of Vasubandhu was Abhidharmamoksha.  Buddhaghosa 
(Voice of Buddha) belonged to 5th century AD was a greatest Pali scholar &commentator 

Details of his life have been described in Mahavamsa and 
Buddhaghosuppatti. Please note Buddhaghosuppatti was not his work. He travelled to Sri 
Lanka from India's Magadha and settled in Anuradhapura.  His important work is 

er the following about “Buddhist texts”  

XPLANATION 

were left free to collect whatever they could from the peasant. This led to increased 

)  Nagarjuna founded the Madhyamika school of Mahayan Buddhism.  

)  Asanga & Vasubandhu were proponents of Yogachara and Abhidhamma Teachings.  

EXPLANATION: Nagarjuna founded the Madhyamika school of Mahayan Buddhism. He 
was contemporary of Satavahana King Gautamiputra, Nagarjunkonda in modern Andhra 
Pradesh. He introduced Hybrid sanskrit (Pali + Sanskrit). Most important work is 
Mūlamadhyamakakārikā , which means Fundamental Verses on the Middle Way. His 
theory was Shunyavad ("emptiness"). Asanga & Vasubandhu were half brothers and 

f Yogachara and Abhidhamma Teachings. They were from modern Peshawar 
in Pakistan. Most important work of Vasubandhu was Abhidharmamoksha.  Buddhaghosa 
(Voice of Buddha) belonged to 5th century AD was a greatest Pali scholar &commentator 

Details of his life have been described in Mahavamsa and 
Buddhaghosuppatti. Please note Buddhaghosuppatti was not his work. He travelled to Sri 
Lanka from India's Magadha and settled in Anuradhapura.  His important work is 
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(a)  Dipavamsa is the oldest historical record of Sri Lanka.  

(b)  Divyavadana, a sankrit text, deals with Mauryan and Sunga History. 

(c)  Udana is a Pali text contains the story of "Blind men and Elephant". 

 (d)  Bodhi Vamsa is a mix Sanskrit Pali text which was composed by Upatissa 

 (A)  a, b are true  

 (B)  c, d are true  

 (C)  a, b, c are true  

 (D)  All are true 

  

CORRECT ANSWER:  D 

EXPLANATION: :  Dipavamsa (Chronicle of Island) is the oldest historical 
Lanka compiled around 3-4 century BC during the reign of King Dhatusena of Sri Lanka, 
the first Mauryan King of Sri Lanka.  The Avukana Buddha statue was erected by King 
Dhatusena in Sri Lanka.  Divyavadana(divine tales)contains anthology in 
sankrit text which deals with Mauryan and Sunga History. The Asokavadana is a story in it 
which deals with the legends of Asoka  Udana is a Pali text included there in the Sutta 
Pitaka's Khuddaka Nikaya.  It contains the story of "Blind
Vamsa is a hybrid sanskrit text which was composed by Upatissa under the rule of 
Mahinda IV of Sri Lanka in 10th century AD.  It describes the arrival of branch of Bodhi 
tree in Sri Lanka. 

  

QUESTION: Consider the following statem

 i. They had a flourishing Roman Trade. 

 ii. The important port towns were Brigukachchaha, Kalyana and Sind.  

 iii. Ujjain, Nasik, Paithan, Pataliputra, Benares were other major trade centers. 

 iv. Trade was badly affected by the Huna Invasions. 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

)  Dipavamsa is the oldest historical record of Sri Lanka.   

)  Divyavadana, a sankrit text, deals with Mauryan and Sunga History. 

)  Udana is a Pali text contains the story of "Blind men and Elephant". 

Bodhi Vamsa is a mix Sanskrit Pali text which was composed by Upatissa 

EXPLANATION: :  Dipavamsa (Chronicle of Island) is the oldest historical 
4 century BC during the reign of King Dhatusena of Sri Lanka, 

the first Mauryan King of Sri Lanka.  The Avukana Buddha statue was erected by King 
Dhatusena in Sri Lanka.  Divyavadana(divine tales)contains anthology in 
sankrit text which deals with Mauryan and Sunga History. The Asokavadana is a story in it 
which deals with the legends of Asoka  Udana is a Pali text included there in the Sutta 
Pitaka's Khuddaka Nikaya.  It contains the story of "Blind men and Elephant". Bodhi 
Vamsa is a hybrid sanskrit text which was composed by Upatissa under the rule of 
Mahinda IV of Sri Lanka in 10th century AD.  It describes the arrival of branch of Bodhi 

Consider the following statements and Identify the Ancient Indian dynasty: 

i. They had a flourishing Roman Trade.  

ii. The important port towns were Brigukachchaha, Kalyana and Sind.  

iii. Ujjain, Nasik, Paithan, Pataliputra, Benares were other major trade centers. 

s badly affected by the Huna Invasions.  

XPLANATION 

)  Divyavadana, a sankrit text, deals with Mauryan and Sunga History.  

)  Udana is a Pali text contains the story of "Blind men and Elephant".  

Bodhi Vamsa is a mix Sanskrit Pali text which was composed by Upatissa  

EXPLANATION: :  Dipavamsa (Chronicle of Island) is the oldest historical record of Sri 
4 century BC during the reign of King Dhatusena of Sri Lanka, 

the first Mauryan King of Sri Lanka.  The Avukana Buddha statue was erected by King 
Dhatusena in Sri Lanka.  Divyavadana(divine tales)contains anthology in 38 stories and is a 
sankrit text which deals with Mauryan and Sunga History. The Asokavadana is a story in it 
which deals with the legends of Asoka  Udana is a Pali text included there in the Sutta 

men and Elephant". Bodhi 
Vamsa is a hybrid sanskrit text which was composed by Upatissa under the rule of 
Mahinda IV of Sri Lanka in 10th century AD.  It describes the arrival of branch of Bodhi 

ents and Identify the Ancient Indian dynasty:  

ii. The important port towns were Brigukachchaha, Kalyana and Sind.   

iii. Ujjain, Nasik, Paithan, Pataliputra, Benares were other major trade centers.  
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 (A)  Magadha  

 (B)  Mauryans  

 (C)  Guptas  

 (D)  Kushans 

 

CORRECT ANSWER:  C 

EXPLANATION: :  The Gupta Empire stretched across northern, central and parts of 
southern India between   320 and 550 CE. The period is 
arts, architecture, sciences, religion, and philosophy. Sudraka’s Mricchakatika (The Little 
Clay Cart) aptly sum up the rise and fall in the fortune of the Gupta Dynasty

  

QUESTION:  Consider the following statements and I

 i. Mahendravarman- -Mattavilasa Prahasana 

 ii. Harshavardhan -Priyadarshika 

 iii. Hala - Sapthasthathi Ghatha 

 iv. Amoghavarsha -Ratna Malika 

 (A)  i, ii are true  

 (B)  iii, iv are true  

 (C)  i, ii, iii are true  

 (D)  All are true 

  

CORRECT ANSWER:  D 

EXPLANATION: :  Mattavilasa Prahasana composed by Pallava emperor Mahendravarman 
I 600-630   AD, who ruled over a mighty empire from his capital Kanchipuram. Play 
focuses on main characters Satyasoma (kapalika), 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

EXPLANATION: :  The Gupta Empire stretched across northern, central and parts of 
southern India between   320 and 550 CE. The period is noted for its achievements in the 
arts, architecture, sciences, religion, and philosophy. Sudraka’s Mricchakatika (The Little 
Clay Cart) aptly sum up the rise and fall in the fortune of the Gupta Dynasty

Consider the following statements and Identify correct pair King Literature 

Mattavilasa Prahasana  

Priyadarshika  

Sapthasthathi Ghatha  

Ratna Malika  

EXPLANATION: :  Mattavilasa Prahasana composed by Pallava emperor Mahendravarman 
630   AD, who ruled over a mighty empire from his capital Kanchipuram. Play 

focuses on main characters Satyasoma (kapalika), Devasoma & the Buddhist monk 

XPLANATION 

EXPLANATION: :  The Gupta Empire stretched across northern, central and parts of 
noted for its achievements in the 

arts, architecture, sciences, religion, and philosophy. Sudraka’s Mricchakatika (The Little 
Clay Cart) aptly sum up the rise and fall in the fortune of the Gupta Dynasty 

dentify correct pair King Literature  

EXPLANATION: :  Mattavilasa Prahasana composed by Pallava emperor Mahendravarman 
630   AD, who ruled over a mighty empire from his capital Kanchipuram. Play 

Devasoma & the Buddhist monk 
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Nagasena.  This play has been utilized by historians as a primary source of data of Pallava 
history for the invaluable information it provides. Nagananda (Joy of the Serpents) is a 
Sanskrit play attributed to king Harsha (606  
dramas in five acts dealing with the popular story of Jimutavahana's self
the Nagas. The unique characteristic of this drama is the invocation to lord Buddha in the 
Nandi verse, which is considered as one of the best examples of the dramatic 
compositions. Gatha Sapta Sathi or Satavahana Saptasati 
beautiful verses of the lyric type attributed to the authorship of Hala, Satavahana ruler. 
Bana Bhatta in Harsha Cha
Ratnamalika, is said to have been written by Amoghavarsha I in his old age, when he had 
distanced himself from the affairs of the state. However, others argue that it was written 
by Adi Shankara or by Vimalacharya.  Historians have measured him up to the renowned 
Emperor Ashoka in his spiritual disposition and adore for tranquility.

  

QUESTION:  Consider the following statements 

 i. Literally meaning cowpen, Gotra signified descent from a common ancestor. 

 ii. The institution of Gotra appeared in the Later Vedic Age. 

 iii. The Gotra has been regarded as a mechanism for widening the socio

 iv. People began to practice Gotra exogamy. 

 (A)  i, ii are true  

 (B)  iii, iv are true  

 (C)  i, ii, iii are true  

 (D)  All are true.  

 

CORRECT ANSWER:  D 

EXPLANATION: :  The term “Gotra” was used in its present sense for the first time in the 
Brahmans. The word “Gotra” is formed from the two Sanskrit words “Gau” (meaning 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Nagasena.  This play has been utilized by historians as a primary source of data of Pallava 
history for the invaluable information it provides. Nagananda (Joy of the Serpents) is a 
Sanskrit play attributed to king Harsha (606   CE. - 648   CE.). It is one of the best Sanskrit 
dramas in five acts dealing with the popular story of Jimutavahana's self
the Nagas. The unique characteristic of this drama is the invocation to lord Buddha in the 

onsidered as one of the best examples of the dramatic 
compositions. Gatha Sapta Sathi or Satavahana Saptasati - This is a collection of 700 
beautiful verses of the lyric type attributed to the authorship of Hala, Satavahana ruler. 
Bana Bhatta in Harsha Charitam praised him. The Sanskrit work, Prashnottara 
Ratnamalika, is said to have been written by Amoghavarsha I in his old age, when he had 
distanced himself from the affairs of the state. However, others argue that it was written 

lacharya.  Historians have measured him up to the renowned 
Emperor Ashoka in his spiritual disposition and adore for tranquility.

Consider the following statements  

i. Literally meaning cowpen, Gotra signified descent from a common ancestor. 

ii. The institution of Gotra appeared in the Later Vedic Age.  

iii. The Gotra has been regarded as a mechanism for widening the socio

iv. People began to practice Gotra exogamy.  

EXPLANATION: :  The term “Gotra” was used in its present sense for the first time in the 
Brahmans. The word “Gotra” is formed from the two Sanskrit words “Gau” (meaning 

XPLANATION 

Nagasena.  This play has been utilized by historians as a primary source of data of Pallava 
history for the invaluable information it provides. Nagananda (Joy of the Serpents) is a 

648   CE.). It is one of the best Sanskrit 
dramas in five acts dealing with the popular story of Jimutavahana's self-sacrifice to save 
the Nagas. The unique characteristic of this drama is the invocation to lord Buddha in the 

onsidered as one of the best examples of the dramatic 
This is a collection of 700 

beautiful verses of the lyric type attributed to the authorship of Hala, Satavahana ruler. 
ritam praised him. The Sanskrit work, Prashnottara 

Ratnamalika, is said to have been written by Amoghavarsha I in his old age, when he had 
distanced himself from the affairs of the state. However, others argue that it was written 

lacharya.  Historians have measured him up to the renowned 
Emperor Ashoka in his spiritual disposition and adore for tranquility. 

i. Literally meaning cowpen, Gotra signified descent from a common ancestor.  

iii. The Gotra has been regarded as a mechanism for widening the socio-political ties.  

EXPLANATION: :  The term “Gotra” was used in its present sense for the first time in the 
Brahmans. The word “Gotra” is formed from the two Sanskrit words “Gau” (meaning 
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Cow) and “Trahi” (meaning She
Gotra is like the Cowshed protecting a particular male lineage. In Atharva Ved, it referred 
to a clan. All are believed to have descended from one or the other of the Rishis who lent 
their names to the various Gotras. Thus, Gotra signifies one family or one’s lineage.

 

QUESTION:  Carving of Naga
following regional styles of temple architecture : 

 (A)  Chandella  

 (B)  Pratihara  

 (C)  Solanki  

 (D)  Paramara 

 

CORRECT ANSWER:  B 

 

QUESTION:    Match List – I with List 
given below : 

       List – I      List – II  

 (a)  Ramanuja (i) Pushti Marg 

 (b)  Chaitanya (ii) Nirguna Bhakti 

 (c)  Vallabhacharya Philosophy (iii) Vishitadvaita 

 (d)  Nanak (iv) Gaudiya Vaishnavism 

 Codes : 

      (a)  (b ) (c)  (d)   

 (A)  (iii) (ii) (iv) (i)  

 (B)  (ii) (i) (iv) (iii)  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Cow) and “Trahi” (meaning Shed). So Gotra means Cowshed, where in the context is that 
Gotra is like the Cowshed protecting a particular male lineage. In Atharva Ved, it referred 
to a clan. All are believed to have descended from one or the other of the Rishis who lent 

he various Gotras. Thus, Gotra signifies one family or one’s lineage.

Carving of Naga-Shakha on doorjambs is a characteristic feature of the 
following regional styles of temple architecture :  

I with List – II and select the correct answer from the codes 

(a)  Ramanuja (i) Pushti Marg  

(b)  Chaitanya (ii) Nirguna Bhakti  

(c)  Vallabhacharya Philosophy (iii) Vishitadvaita  

(d)  Nanak (iv) Gaudiya Vaishnavism  

XPLANATION 

d). So Gotra means Cowshed, where in the context is that 
Gotra is like the Cowshed protecting a particular male lineage. In Atharva Ved, it referred 
to a clan. All are believed to have descended from one or the other of the Rishis who lent 

he various Gotras. Thus, Gotra signifies one family or one’s lineage. 

Shakha on doorjambs is a characteristic feature of the 

II and select the correct answer from the codes 
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 (C)  (iv) (ii) (i) (iii)  

 (D)  (iii) (iv) (i) (ii)  

CORRECT ANSWER:  D 

 

QUESTION: A Script prevalent in the northwestern parts of the subcontinent from the 
third century BC to third century AD.  In the neighboring countries, it seems to have 
persisted all even later. It was written from right to left. Identify the script. 

 (A)  Kharosthi  

 (B)  Maghadhi  

 (C) Devanagari  

 (D)  Bhrami 

CORRECT ANSWER:  A 

 

  QUESTION:  Consider the following statements 

i. The teachings of Nagarjuna depicted as Sunyavada.  

ii. Sunyavada said to have influenced a prominent advaita philosophy. 

 (A)  Only i is correct  

 (B)  Only ii is correct  

 (C)  Both i and ii are correct  

 (D)  Neither i nor ii is correct 

CORRECT ANSWER:  C 

EXPLANATION: :  Advaita means nondualism. It was taught by Sankaracharya and his 
followers. The Advaita Vedanta focuses
vidya (knowledge), avidya (ignorance), maya, karma and moksha.  These basic concepts 
were inspired from Sunyavada.

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

A Script prevalent in the northwestern parts of the subcontinent from the 
third century BC to third century AD.  In the neighboring countries, it seems to have 
persisted all even later. It was written from right to left. Identify the script. 

Consider the following statements  

i. The teachings of Nagarjuna depicted as Sunyavada.   

ii. Sunyavada said to have influenced a prominent advaita philosophy. 

 

 

EXPLANATION: :  Advaita means nondualism. It was taught by Sankaracharya and his 
followers. The Advaita Vedanta focuses on the following basic concepts: Brahman, atman, 
vidya (knowledge), avidya (ignorance), maya, karma and moksha.  These basic concepts 
were inspired from Sunyavada. 

XPLANATION 

A Script prevalent in the northwestern parts of the subcontinent from the 
third century BC to third century AD.  In the neighboring countries, it seems to have 
persisted all even later. It was written from right to left. Identify the script.  

ii. Sunyavada said to have influenced a prominent advaita philosophy.  

EXPLANATION: :  Advaita means nondualism. It was taught by Sankaracharya and his 
on the following basic concepts: Brahman, atman, 

vidya (knowledge), avidya (ignorance), maya, karma and moksha.  These basic concepts 
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QUESTION:    In the Jain Classification of all living beings. 

i. Beindriya Jiva: shells, worms, insects 

ii. Treindriya Jiva: bugs, lice, white ants 

iii. Chaurindriya Jiva: scorpions, crickets, spiders 

iv. Panchendriya Jiva: human beings, cow, lions 

 (A)  i, true  

 (B)  ii, iii are true  

 (C)  i, iv, are true  

 (D)  All are true.  

CORRECT ANSWER:  D 

EXPLANATION: :  Based on mobility, all Jivas in Jainism are divided into two broad 
categories: A) non-mobile or Sthavar Jiva 
sense. B) Mobile or Trasa jiva 
 

QUESTION:    Consider the following translation of Ramayana into other languages. 

   Poet   -   Language   -     Work 

 i. Kamban - Tamil - Kamban Ramayan 

 ii. Gona Buddha Reddy - Telugu 

 iii. Krittivas - Bengali -Krittivasi 

 iv. Tulsidas - Hindi -Ramcharit Manas 

 (A)  i, ii are true  

 (B)  ii, iii are true  

 (C)  iii, iv are true  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

In the Jain Classification of all living beings.  

worms, insects  

ii. Treindriya Jiva: bugs, lice, white ants  

iii. Chaurindriya Jiva: scorpions, crickets, spiders  

iv. Panchendriya Jiva: human beings, cow, lions  

Based on mobility, all Jivas in Jainism are divided into two broad 
mobile or Sthavar Jiva - those that cannot move and have only one 

sense. B) Mobile or Trasa jiva - those that can move and have two to five sen

Consider the following translation of Ramayana into other languages. 

Work  

Kamban Ramayan  

Telugu -Ranganatha Ramayanam  

Krittivasi Ramayana  

Ramcharit Manas  

XPLANATION 

Based on mobility, all Jivas in Jainism are divided into two broad 
those that cannot move and have only one 

those that can move and have two to five senses. 

Consider the following translation of Ramayana into other languages.  
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 (D)  All are true 

 

CORRECT ANSWER:  D 

  

 QUESTION: Which one of the following was the most important consequence of the 
ancient Indian Feudal system? 

 (A) Stability in caste system  

 (B) Development of Handicrafts 

 (C) Extension of the arable land 

 (D) Development of Trade and Commerce

CORRECT ANSWER:  C 

 

QUESTION:    Consider the following about “Sutras” 

 i. Srauta Sutras - Royal Coronation cermonies. 

 ii. Grihya Sutras - Domestic Rituals. 

 iii. Sulva Sutras - Sacrificial Altars mark beginning of Geometry, Mathematics. 

 (A)  i, ii are true  

 (B)  ii, iii are true  

 (C)  iii, iv are true  

 (D)  All are true 

  

CORRECT ANSWER:  D 

QUESTION:    Located in the central
hinder land for Gujarath Ports. Many wars were fought for it possession. The Sakas and 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Which one of the following was the most important consequence of the 
ancient Indian Feudal system?  

 

(B) Development of Handicrafts  

(C) Extension of the arable land  

(D) Development of Trade and Commerce 

Consider the following about “Sutras”  

Royal Coronation cermonies.  

Domestic Rituals.  

Sacrificial Altars mark beginning of Geometry, Mathematics. 

Located in the central-western part of Indian Peninsula.  An important 
hinder land for Gujarath Ports. Many wars were fought for it possession. The Sakas and 

XPLANATION 

Which one of the following was the most important consequence of the 

Sacrificial Altars mark beginning of Geometry, Mathematics.  

western part of Indian Peninsula.  An important 
hinder land for Gujarath Ports. Many wars were fought for it possession. The Sakas and 
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Satavahans fought in 1-2nd Century. Marathas and Rajputs fought in 18th Century. The 
Geographical location refers to___ 

 (A) Mawar  

 (B) Mewar  

 (C) Malwa  

 (D) Rajgir 

 

CORRECT ANSWER:  C 

 

QUESTION:    Consider the following Pre

 i. Burzahom - Pit Dwelling  

 ii. Bagor - Domestication of animals 

iii. Mehrgarh - Pottery Wheel 

 (A)  i, ii are true  

 (B)  ii, iii are true  

 (C)  iii only true  

 (d) All are true.  

CORRECT ANSWER:  D 

EXPLANATION: :  The Neolithic Site of Burzahom known for Pitsdwelling, in the district of 
Srinagar, brings to light transitions in human habitation patterns from Neolithic Period to 
Megalithic period to the early Historic period.  

The archaeological site of Bagor is a Late Mesolithic (pre
located on the Kothari river in the Bhilwara District of the Rajasthan region of western 
India.  Bagor had evidences for the domestication of sheep, cattle and goats by the 
nomadic pastoralists as early as 5000 to 3000 BC.  Mehrgarh is a large Neolithic and 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

2nd Century. Marathas and Rajputs fought in 18th Century. The 
cal location refers to___  

Consider the following Pre-historic site  (Earliest Discovery) 

Domestication of animals  

Pottery Wheel  

EXPLANATION: :  The Neolithic Site of Burzahom known for Pitsdwelling, in the district of 
Srinagar, brings to light transitions in human habitation patterns from Neolithic Period to 
Megalithic period to the early Historic period.   

of Bagor is a Late Mesolithic (pre-Harappa) archaeological site 
located on the Kothari river in the Bhilwara District of the Rajasthan region of western 
India.  Bagor had evidences for the domestication of sheep, cattle and goats by the 

s as early as 5000 to 3000 BC.  Mehrgarh is a large Neolithic and 

XPLANATION 

2nd Century. Marathas and Rajputs fought in 18th Century. The 

historic site  (Earliest Discovery)  

EXPLANATION: :  The Neolithic Site of Burzahom known for Pitsdwelling, in the district of 
Srinagar, brings to light transitions in human habitation patterns from Neolithic Period to 

Harappa) archaeological site 
located on the Kothari river in the Bhilwara District of the Rajasthan region of western 
India.  Bagor had evidences for the domestication of sheep, cattle and goats by the 

s as early as 5000 to 3000 BC.  Mehrgarh is a large Neolithic and 
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Chalcolithic site located at the foot of the Bolan pass on the Kachi plain of Baluchistan 
(also spelled Balochistan), in modern day Pakistan. Continuously occupied between about 
7000- 2600 BC, Mehrgarh is the earliest known Neolithic site in the northwest Indian 
subcontinent, with early evidence of farming (wheat and barley), herding (cattle, sheep, 
and goats), metallurgy, Pottery wheel.

 

QUESTION:  Consider the following about “Numismatics i

 i. The earliest coins were mostly made of Copper. 

 ii. Indo-Greeks introduced Gold coins. 

 iii. Coins were made out of burnt clay during Kushan Period.  

 iv. Guptas issued largest Gold Coins. 

 (A)  i, ii are true  

 (B)  ii, iii are true  

 (C)  ii, iv are true  

 (D)  All are true.  

 

CORRECT ANSWER:  D 

 

 QUESTION:   Consider the following about “Teli Ka Mandir”. 

1. It is dedicated to Lord Siva in his Garuda form. 

 2. It is a blend of Nagara style and Dravidian style. 

 3. During British time, it was used as a Soda factory and coffee shop. 

 A) Only 1, 2 are true  

 B) Only 2, 3 are true  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Chalcolithic site located at the foot of the Bolan pass on the Kachi plain of Baluchistan 
(also spelled Balochistan), in modern day Pakistan. Continuously occupied between about 

C, Mehrgarh is the earliest known Neolithic site in the northwest Indian 
subcontinent, with early evidence of farming (wheat and barley), herding (cattle, sheep, 
and goats), metallurgy, Pottery wheel. 

Consider the following about “Numismatics in India”  

i. The earliest coins were mostly made of Copper.  

Greeks introduced Gold coins.  

iii. Coins were made out of burnt clay during Kushan Period.   

iv. Guptas issued largest Gold Coins.  

Consider the following about “Teli Ka Mandir”.  

1. It is dedicated to Lord Siva in his Garuda form.  

2. It is a blend of Nagara style and Dravidian style.  

it was used as a Soda factory and coffee shop. 

XPLANATION 

Chalcolithic site located at the foot of the Bolan pass on the Kachi plain of Baluchistan 
(also spelled Balochistan), in modern day Pakistan. Continuously occupied between about 

C, Mehrgarh is the earliest known Neolithic site in the northwest Indian 
subcontinent, with early evidence of farming (wheat and barley), herding (cattle, sheep, 

 

it was used as a Soda factory and coffee shop.  
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 C) Only 1, 3 are true  

 D) All are true.  

CORRECT ANSWER:  B 

EXPLANATION: :  Location: In the complex of Gwalior Fort, Gwalior 

Built in: 11th century  

Dedicated to: Lord Vishnu  

Significance: An Ancient Temple 

Highlights: Fusion of Southern and Northern architectural styles of India.

  

 

QUESTION:    Identify the correct pair : 

 1. Parantaka Chola:-Koranganath Temple 

 2. Raja Raja l  Chola:- Brihadeshw

 3. Vijayalaya :-Vijayalaya Choleshwara Temple 

 A) Only 1, 2 are true  

 B) Only 2, 3are true  

 C) Only 1, 3 are true  

 D) All are true 

 

CORRECT ANSWER:  D 

 

 QUESTION:   Consider the following statements about “Main Departments of Sultanate” 

 i. Diwan I Arz - royal hunts  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

EXPLANATION: :  Location: In the complex of Gwalior Fort, Gwalior 

Significance: An Ancient Temple  

Highlights: Fusion of Southern and Northern architectural styles of India.

Identify the correct pair :  

Koranganath Temple  

Brihadeshwara Temple  

Vijayalaya Choleshwara Temple  

Consider the following statements about “Main Departments of Sultanate” 

XPLANATION 

EXPLANATION: :  Location: In the complex of Gwalior Fort, Gwalior  

Highlights: Fusion of Southern and Northern architectural styles of India. 

Consider the following statements about “Main Departments of Sultanate”  
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 ii. Diwan I Insha - intelligence and information 

 iii. Barid-i-mamlik - State Correspondence 

 iv. Amir-i-Shikar - Military Department 

 A) Only 1, 2 are true  

 B) Only 3, 4 are true  

 C) None  

 D) All are true 

  

CORRECT ANSWER:  C 

EXPLANATION: :  The sultanate of Delhi was a police state, whose strength or weakness 
depended exclusively on the military powers and personality of its depostic sultan. The 
sultan was assisted in the discharge of his function by a number of dig
with the sultans of the slave dynasty constituted four ministers at the top level. When the 
sultnate was well-established, two more department heads were raised to the status of 
central ministers, viz sadr-us-
army, next after the sultan, the crown prince, and the six or seven dignitaries constituted 
the nucleus of the council of advisers, called majilis
trusted and the highest officers of the state. 
minister and his department was called the diwan
finance department and usually held overall charge of the entire administrative set up. 
The head of the army establishment or 
was responsible for the organization and the maintenance of the royal army and 
excercised disciplinary control over it.The department of correspondence and records of 
the royal court was called diwan
minister, variously known as the dabiri
risalat consistuted the fourth pillar of the imperial administration of the sultnate. Under 
the period of slave dynasty, the 
primarily a minister for ecclesiastical affairs. Barid
information);Vakil-i-barbak (royal household); Amir

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

intelligence and information  

State Correspondence  

Military Department  

EXPLANATION: :  The sultanate of Delhi was a police state, whose strength or weakness 
depended exclusively on the military powers and personality of its depostic sultan. The 
sultan was assisted in the discharge of his function by a number of dig
with the sultans of the slave dynasty constituted four ministers at the top level. When the 

established, two more department heads were raised to the status of 
-sadur and the diwan-i-qaza.  The Commander of the royal 

army, next after the sultan, the crown prince, and the six or seven dignitaries constituted 
the nucleus of the council of advisers, called majilis-i-khas , which comprised the most 
trusted and the highest officers of the state. The wazir , also styled as vakil was the prime 
minister and his department was called the diwan-i-wizarat. He was the head of the 
finance department and usually held overall charge of the entire administrative set up. 
The head of the army establishment or the ministry of defence was the diwan
was responsible for the organization and the maintenance of the royal army and 
excercised disciplinary control over it.The department of correspondence and records of 
the royal court was called diwan-i-insha; it was held under the charge of a central 
minister, variously known as the dabiri-mamlik, dabir-i-khas or amir munshi. The diwani
risalat consistuted the fourth pillar of the imperial administration of the sultnate. Under 
the period of slave dynasty, the head of the department was sadar
primarily a minister for ecclesiastical affairs. Barid-i-mamlik (intelligence and 

barbak (royal household); Amir-i-majlis (celebrations & meetings); 

XPLANATION 

EXPLANATION: :  The sultanate of Delhi was a police state, whose strength or weakness 
depended exclusively on the military powers and personality of its depostic sultan. The 
sultan was assisted in the discharge of his function by a number of dignitaries. To begin 
with the sultans of the slave dynasty constituted four ministers at the top level. When the 

established, two more department heads were raised to the status of 
The Commander of the royal 

army, next after the sultan, the crown prince, and the six or seven dignitaries constituted 
khas , which comprised the most 

The wazir , also styled as vakil was the prime 
wizarat. He was the head of the 

finance department and usually held overall charge of the entire administrative set up. 
the ministry of defence was the diwan-i-arz. He 

was responsible for the organization and the maintenance of the royal army and 
excercised disciplinary control over it.The department of correspondence and records of 

it was held under the charge of a central 
khas or amir munshi. The diwani-

risalat consistuted the fourth pillar of the imperial administration of the sultnate. Under 
head of the department was sadar-us-sadur, who was 

mamlik (intelligence and 
majlis (celebrations & meetings); 
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Amir-i-Shikar (royal hunts); Kotwal
officials of the time. 

 

QUESTION:    Consider the following statements about “Administrative units of Mughals” 
Administrative  

      Unit - Head  

 I. Subha – Siphasalar  

 II. Sarkar – Faujdar  

 III. Paragana – Shiqdar  

 IV. Village - Lambardar  

 A) Only 1, 2 are true  

 B) Only 3, 4 are true  

 C) Only 1, 2, 3 are true  

 D) All are true 

 

CORRECT ANSWER:  D 

 

QUESTION:    Consider the following about “The Flute” 

 1. The flute belongs to woodwind gr

 2. In Hindustani music, the Bansuri flute has six finger holes and one embouchure hole. 

 3. In Carnatic music, the Venu has eight finger holes. 

 4. Different notes are produced by a flute by closing and opening the holes. 

 A) Only 1, 2 are true  

 B) Only 3, 4 are true  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Shikar (royal hunts); Kotwals (Qazi of metropolis) etc were other important 

Consider the following statements about “Administrative units of Mughals” 

Consider the following about “The Flute”  

1. The flute belongs to woodwind group.  

2. In Hindustani music, the Bansuri flute has six finger holes and one embouchure hole. 

3. In Carnatic music, the Venu has eight finger holes.  

4. Different notes are produced by a flute by closing and opening the holes. 

XPLANATION 

s (Qazi of metropolis) etc were other important 

Consider the following statements about “Administrative units of Mughals” 

2. In Hindustani music, the Bansuri flute has six finger holes and one embouchure hole.  

4. Different notes are produced by a flute by closing and opening the holes.  
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 C) Only 1, 2 and3 are true  

 D) All are true 

  

CORRECT ANSWER:  D 

 

QUESTION:    Consider the following about “Sufi Sect”. 

 1. It was originated and developed in Islam 

 2. They never opposed Jejiya (Tax imposed on non
India though secularists.  

 3. Most popular Sufis were Rabia, Hallaj, Ghazali. 

 4. Muslims of India prominently follow Chistiyya, Naqshbandiyya, Qadiriyya and 
Suharabardiyya.   

 a) Only 1, 2 are true  

 b) Only 3, 4 are true  

 c) Only 1, 2 and3 are true  

 d) All are true 

CORRECT ANSWER:  D 

 

QUESTION:    Who was the famous Deccan Hindu King whose fleet crossed the Bay of 
Bengal with an army and conquered a number of sate

 a) Rajaraja I  

 b) Rajendra Chola  

 c) Pulakesin  

 d) Mahipala II 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Consider the following about “Sufi Sect”.  

1. It was originated and developed in Islam  

2. They never opposed Jejiya (Tax imposed on non-believers) levied on Hindus in Islamic 

3. Most popular Sufis were Rabia, Hallaj, Ghazali.  

4. Muslims of India prominently follow Chistiyya, Naqshbandiyya, Qadiriyya and 

Who was the famous Deccan Hindu King whose fleet crossed the Bay of 
Bengal with an army and conquered a number of sates in Sumatra, Java and Malaysia ? 

XPLANATION 

believers) levied on Hindus in Islamic 

4. Muslims of India prominently follow Chistiyya, Naqshbandiyya, Qadiriyya and 

Who was the famous Deccan Hindu King whose fleet crossed the Bay of 
s in Sumatra, Java and Malaysia ?  
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CORRECT ANSWER:  B 

EXPLANATION: :  major achievements of Rajendra I were :

Conquering several trans-Ganga kingdoms and assuming the title of Gangai Konda

Founding a new capital called Gangai Kondacholapuram. 

Conquering the whole of Ceylon or Sri Lanka 

Indianisation of several lands of the south

 Defeating the kings of Sumatra in a naval campaign and annexing a part of Sumarata 
kingdom to his kingdom. 

 

QUESTION:    Which of the following statements is correct ? 

 a) The village was the basic unit of Chola administration. 

 b) The Chola kingdom was on the decline in the 9th century. 

 c) Amoghavarsha is the best remembered of the Chola kin

 d) None of the above  

CORRECT ANSWER:  A 

QUESTION:    Match the following 

(a)  Amaravati 1. Hoysalas   

(b)  Aihole 2. Cholas   

 (c)  Thanjavur 3. Satavahanas 

 (d)  Halebid 4. Chalukyas  

 A) a-2, b-4, c-3, d-1  

 B) a-3, b-1, c-4, d-2  

 C) a-3, b-4, c-2, d-1  

 D) a-4, b-1, c-2, d-3 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

EXPLANATION: :  major achievements of Rajendra I were :- 

Ganga kingdoms and assuming the title of Gangai Konda

Founding a new capital called Gangai Kondacholapuram.  

Conquering the whole of Ceylon or Sri Lanka  

Indianisation of several lands of the south- East Asia. 

Defeating the kings of Sumatra in a naval campaign and annexing a part of Sumarata 

Which of the following statements is correct ?  

a) The village was the basic unit of Chola administration.  

b) The Chola kingdom was on the decline in the 9th century.  

c) Amoghavarsha is the best remembered of the Chola kings.  

Match the following  

(c)  Thanjavur 3. Satavahanas  

XPLANATION 

Ganga kingdoms and assuming the title of Gangai Kondachola. 

Defeating the kings of Sumatra in a naval campaign and annexing a part of Sumarata 
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CORRECT ANSWER:  C 

 

QUESTION:    Who amongst the following legalised corruption in the land revenue 
department ?  

 A) Firozshah Tughlaq  

 B) Sher Shah  

 C) Malik Ambar  

 D) None of the above 

  

CORRECT ANSWER:  B 

EXPLANATION: :  His administration was very sound

   i. Administrative units : For administrative convenience, Sher Shah divided his kingdom 
into 47 divisions called Sarkars. 

   ii. Central Administration : Sher Shah divided the government under sever
departments, each under the charge of a minister, who was assisted by other high 
officers. The Finance Minister was called Wazir . He personally supervised all the 
departments. 

    iii. Justice : Civil cases of pargana was heard by Amir and criminal cas
Shah introduced the principle of local responsibility for the local crimes. 

  iv. Land revenue : Sher Shah had fixed the land revenue after getting the whole of the 
land measured through the agency of Raja TodarMal. He got an accurate 
agricultural land and fixed a definite revenue for each unit of land.

     v. Military reforms : Sher Shah effected many military reforms in order to save the 
country from foreign invasions and internal revolt. With the object of organisi

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Who amongst the following legalised corruption in the land revenue 

EXPLANATION: :  His administration was very sound 

i. Administrative units : For administrative convenience, Sher Shah divided his kingdom 
into 47 divisions called Sarkars.  

ii. Central Administration : Sher Shah divided the government under sever
departments, each under the charge of a minister, who was assisted by other high 
officers. The Finance Minister was called Wazir . He personally supervised all the 

iii. Justice : Civil cases of pargana was heard by Amir and criminal cas
Shah introduced the principle of local responsibility for the local crimes. 

iv. Land revenue : Sher Shah had fixed the land revenue after getting the whole of the 
land measured through the agency of Raja TodarMal. He got an accurate 
agricultural land and fixed a definite revenue for each unit of land. 

v. Military reforms : Sher Shah effected many military reforms in order to save the 
country from foreign invasions and internal revolt. With the object of organisi

XPLANATION 

Who amongst the following legalised corruption in the land revenue 

i. Administrative units : For administrative convenience, Sher Shah divided his kingdom 

ii. Central Administration : Sher Shah divided the government under several 
departments, each under the charge of a minister, who was assisted by other high 
officers. The Finance Minister was called Wazir . He personally supervised all the 

iii. Justice : Civil cases of pargana was heard by Amir and criminal cases by a Qazi . Sher 
Shah introduced the principle of local responsibility for the local crimes.  

iv. Land revenue : Sher Shah had fixed the land revenue after getting the whole of the 
land measured through the agency of Raja TodarMal. He got an accurate survey of all the 

 

v. Military reforms : Sher Shah effected many military reforms in order to save the 
country from foreign invasions and internal revolt. With the object of organising the 
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Army, Sher Shah began to pay the soldiers their salary in cash; maintained their 
respective roles; brandised the horses etc.

       vi. Roads and Trade : Sher Shah made many roads to encourage trade, to provide 
comfort and convenience to the travell
place to another and to carry out the Administration systematically and properly. Of 
these four are the important roads: 

      vii. Grand Trunk Road, whch lays between Sunargaon in the East Bengal and Attock in 
the North-West boundary of India.

       viii. Coins : Sher Shah also reformed coins and/many kinds of coins of pure gold and 
silver. 

  

 QUESTION:     Identify the correct pair. 

 1. Krishna Deva Raya : Vittala Swamy & Hazara Ramaswamy Temples 

 2. Mohammad Adil Shah: Gol Gumbaj & Whispering Gallery 

 A) Only 1 is correct  

 B) Only 2 is correct  

 C) Both 1 and 2 are correct  

 D) Neither 1 nor 2 is correct 

CORRECT ANSWER:  C 

 

  QUESTION:    Identify the dance: 

 1. Commonly known as Dance of Warriors. 

 2. Its origin can be traced back to the reign of the Eastern Chalukyas. 

 3. It was developed at the time of Ganapathi deva, the king of Kakatiya Empi

 a) Perini Shivatandavam  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Army, Sher Shah began to pay the soldiers their salary in cash; maintained their 
respective roles; brandised the horses etc. 

vi. Roads and Trade : Sher Shah made many roads to encourage trade, to provide 
comfort and convenience to the travellers, to facilitate the movement of troops from one 
place to another and to carry out the Administration systematically and properly. Of 
these four are the important roads:  

vii. Grand Trunk Road, whch lays between Sunargaon in the East Bengal and Attock in 
West boundary of India. 

viii. Coins : Sher Shah also reformed coins and/many kinds of coins of pure gold and 

Identify the correct pair.  

1. Krishna Deva Raya : Vittala Swamy & Hazara Ramaswamy Temples 

2. Mohammad Adil Shah: Gol Gumbaj & Whispering Gallery  

Identify the dance:  

1. Commonly known as Dance of Warriors.  

2. Its origin can be traced back to the reign of the Eastern Chalukyas. 

3. It was developed at the time of Ganapathi deva, the king of Kakatiya Empi

XPLANATION 

Army, Sher Shah began to pay the soldiers their salary in cash; maintained their 

vi. Roads and Trade : Sher Shah made many roads to encourage trade, to provide 
ers, to facilitate the movement of troops from one 

place to another and to carry out the Administration systematically and properly. Of 

vii. Grand Trunk Road, whch lays between Sunargaon in the East Bengal and Attock in 

viii. Coins : Sher Shah also reformed coins and/many kinds of coins of pure gold and 

1. Krishna Deva Raya : Vittala Swamy & Hazara Ramaswamy Temples  

2. Its origin can be traced back to the reign of the Eastern Chalukyas.  

3. It was developed at the time of Ganapathi deva, the king of Kakatiya Empire.  
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 b) Gusadi dance  

 c) Bharata Natyam  

 d) Kathak 

 

CORRECT ANSWER:  A 

EXPLANATION: :  Jayapasena (chief of elephant brigade of Kakatiya kings) conceptualised 
nritta based dance and called it ‘Perini’. The word Perini was born 
‘Prerana’ according to Nataraja Ramakrishna who streamlined it some five years ago. 
Prerana here means ‘encouraging or motivating’the army that was set to go to war.

 

QUESTION:      Identify the wrong pair: 

 a) Mir Bakshi : Military Depart

 b) Khan – i – Saman : Royal household.  

 c) Qazi – ul – quzaf : Revenue Department. 

 d) Sadr – us – Sadr : Charitable and religious endowments 

 

CORRECT ANSWER:  C 

EXPLANATION: :  Qazi – ul – quzaf : Judicial Department.

  

  QUESTION:    Assertion: Slave sultans were also called Ilbari Turks.

  Reason: Ilbari in Arabic means “Owned”. 

 a) If only Assertion is true.  

 b) If only Reason is true.  

 c) If both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

EXPLANATION: :  Jayapasena (chief of elephant brigade of Kakatiya kings) conceptualised 
nritta based dance and called it ‘Perini’. The word Perini was born 
‘Prerana’ according to Nataraja Ramakrishna who streamlined it some five years ago. 
Prerana here means ‘encouraging or motivating’the army that was set to go to war.

Identify the wrong pair:  

a) Mir Bakshi : Military Department.  

Saman : Royal household.   

quzaf : Revenue Department.  

Sadr : Charitable and religious endowments  

quzaf : Judicial Department. 

Assertion: Slave sultans were also called Ilbari Turks.

Reason: Ilbari in Arabic means “Owned”.  

c) If both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A  

XPLANATION 

EXPLANATION: :  Jayapasena (chief of elephant brigade of Kakatiya kings) conceptualised 
nritta based dance and called it ‘Perini’. The word Perini was born out of the word 
‘Prerana’ according to Nataraja Ramakrishna who streamlined it some five years ago. 
Prerana here means ‘encouraging or motivating’the army that was set to go to war. 

Assertion: Slave sultans were also called Ilbari Turks. 
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 d) If both A and R are true and R is not the correct explanation of A

  

CORRECT ANSWER:  A 

 

  QUESTION:    Assertion: Tippu Sultan planted a Tree of Liberty at Manglore. Reason: He 
became a member of Jacobian club after French Revolution. 

 a) If only Assertion is true.  

 b) If only Reason is true.  

 c) If both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A 

 d) If both A and R are true and R is not the correct explanation of A

 

CORRECT ANSWER:  B 

 

  QUESTION:    Assertion: In Mughal period, agriculture production was slo
near stagnation. Reason: There is sufficient evidence to show gradual expansion. 

 a) If only Assertion is true.  

 b) If only Reason is true.  

 c) If both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A 

 d) If both A and R are true and R is not the correct explanation of A

 

CORRECT ANSWER:  D 

 

 

QUESTION:      Consider the following statements about Jallikattu: 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

true and R is not the correct explanation of A

Assertion: Tippu Sultan planted a Tree of Liberty at Manglore. Reason: He 
became a member of Jacobian club after French Revolution.  

c) If both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A  

d) If both A and R are true and R is not the correct explanation of A

Assertion: In Mughal period, agriculture production was slo
near stagnation. Reason: There is sufficient evidence to show gradual expansion. 

c) If both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A  

d R is not the correct explanation of A

Consider the following statements about Jallikattu:  

XPLANATION 

true and R is not the correct explanation of A 

Assertion: Tippu Sultan planted a Tree of Liberty at Manglore. Reason: He 

d) If both A and R are true and R is not the correct explanation of A 

Assertion: In Mughal period, agriculture production was slow increase or 
near stagnation. Reason: There is sufficient evidence to show gradual expansion.  

d R is not the correct explanation of A 
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 (1) It is a bull vaulting event practised in Tamil Nadu as a part of Pongal celebrations on 
the Pongal day.  

 (2) It is an ancient sport and even the Indus Valley Civilisation seals depict it. 

 (3) There has been some evidence of Jallikattu in the Sangam texts. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only  

 b) 1 and 2  

 c) 1 and 3  

 d) 1, 2 and 3  

  

CORRECT ANSWER:  D 

EXPLANATION: :  Some archaeologists have discovered specimen relating to Jallikattu, 
near Tamil Nadu, dating back to the 4th century BC, almost the similar period of the 
Sangam texts. - Jallikattu is an ancient sport. T
depict it, which is a proof that this sport was in vogue 5,000 years ago. Ancient Tamil 
poetry, known as Sangam literature, has many detailed references to Eru Thazhuvuthal 
(hugging the bull). - Recently, the Supre
government order lifting a ban on this famous bull taming event in Tamil Nadu.

 

QUESTION:      Consider the following pairs (state

 1) Kolattam-Kerala  

 2) Padayani- Tamil Nadu  

 3) Dumhal-Jammu & Kashmir 

 4) Dhamyal-Haryana  

 Select the correct pairs using the code given below 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

(1) It is a bull vaulting event practised in Tamil Nadu as a part of Pongal celebrations on 

(2) It is an ancient sport and even the Indus Valley Civilisation seals depict it. 

(3) There has been some evidence of Jallikattu in the Sangam texts. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

EXPLANATION: :  Some archaeologists have discovered specimen relating to Jallikattu, 
near Tamil Nadu, dating back to the 4th century BC, almost the similar period of the 

Jallikattu is an ancient sport. The seals of the Indus Valley Civilisation 
depict it, which is a proof that this sport was in vogue 5,000 years ago. Ancient Tamil 
poetry, known as Sangam literature, has many detailed references to Eru Thazhuvuthal 

Recently, the Supreme Court of India has put on hold a recent 
government order lifting a ban on this famous bull taming event in Tamil Nadu.

Consider the following pairs (state-folk dance)  

hmir  

Select the correct pairs using the code given below  

XPLANATION 

(1) It is a bull vaulting event practised in Tamil Nadu as a part of Pongal celebrations on 

(2) It is an ancient sport and even the Indus Valley Civilisation seals depict it.  

(3) There has been some evidence of Jallikattu in the Sangam texts.  

EXPLANATION: :  Some archaeologists have discovered specimen relating to Jallikattu, 
near Tamil Nadu, dating back to the 4th century BC, almost the similar period of the 

he seals of the Indus Valley Civilisation 
depict it, which is a proof that this sport was in vogue 5,000 years ago. Ancient Tamil 
poetry, known as Sangam literature, has many detailed references to Eru Thazhuvuthal 

me Court of India has put on hold a recent 
government order lifting a ban on this famous bull taming event in Tamil Nadu. 
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 a) 1 and 2  

 b) 2 and 3  

 c) 3 and 4  

 d) 1, 2 and 4  

CORRECT ANSWER:  C 

EXPLANATION: :  Kolattam is the folk dance of Tamil Nadu and Padayani is of Kerala while 
Dumhal belongs to J & k and Dhamyal in Haryana.

  

QUESTION: Consider the following statements about Kondane Caves: 

 (1) The images recently found in Kondane Caves in Maharastra were found in both 
natural caverns and man-made caves. 

 (2) The man-made caves also feature Buddhist architecture, such as a “Chaitya” (prayer 
hall) and a monastery.  

 (3) The Buddhist rock-cut architecture found in these caves belongs to the Mahayana 
phase of Buddhism.  

 Which of the statements given above is

 A) 1 only  

 B) 1 and 2  

 C) 2 and 3  

 D) 3 only  

 

CORRECT ANSWER:  B 

EXPLANATION: :  The Buddhist rock cut structure belongs to the Hinayana phase of 
Buddhism. - Archaeologists have discovered around 40 rock paintings in Kondane Caves in 
Raigarh district in Maharashtra.  These paintings include a hunter standing with a bow 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

EXPLANATION: :  Kolattam is the folk dance of Tamil Nadu and Padayani is of Kerala while 
gs to J & k and Dhamyal in Haryana. 

Consider the following statements about Kondane Caves: 

(1) The images recently found in Kondane Caves in Maharastra were found in both 
made caves.  

made caves also feature Buddhist architecture, such as a “Chaitya” (prayer 

cut architecture found in these caves belongs to the Mahayana 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

EXPLANATION: :  The Buddhist rock cut structure belongs to the Hinayana phase of 
Archaeologists have discovered around 40 rock paintings in Kondane Caves in 

Raigarh district in Maharashtra.  These paintings include a hunter standing with a bow 

XPLANATION 

EXPLANATION: :  Kolattam is the folk dance of Tamil Nadu and Padayani is of Kerala while 

Consider the following statements about Kondane Caves:  

(1) The images recently found in Kondane Caves in Maharastra were found in both 

made caves also feature Buddhist architecture, such as a “Chaitya” (prayer 

cut architecture found in these caves belongs to the Mahayana 

EXPLANATION: :  The Buddhist rock cut structure belongs to the Hinayana phase of 
Archaeologists have discovered around 40 rock paintings in Kondane Caves in 

Raigarh district in Maharashtra.  These paintings include a hunter standing with a bow 
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and arrow, a Barasingha’s footprints, palm impressions and some trees. The images were 
found in both natural caverns and man
Buddhist architecture such as a ‘Chaitya’ (prayer hall) and a monastery. A striking image 
found was that of a mythical figure, perhaps a demon. Other paintings reflected everyday 
life and occupations such as hunting deer.

  

QUESTION:  Consider the followin

1. He characterised the Gupta administration as despotic and malevolent. 

2. There was no individual liberty in personal and cultural sphere as they were heavily 
regulated by the state.  

3. He appreciated the efficiency of the Gupta administration as he was able to travel 
without any fear throughout the Gangetic valley. 

4. There was widespread poverty and frequent famines. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

  (A)  1, 2 and 3 only  

  (B)  2 and 4 only  

  (C)  3 only  

  (D)  1, 2, 3 and 4    

Correct Answer : C  

EXPLANATION:     The famous Chinese pilgrim, Fahien visited India during the reign of 
Chandragupta II. Out of his nine years stay in India, he spent six years in the Gupta 
empire.  

 

  1: He characterises the Gupta administration as mild and benevolent 

    2: There were no restrictions on people’s movements and they enjoyed a large degree 
of personal freedom. There was no state interference in the individual’s life. 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

and arrow, a Barasingha’s footprints, palm impressions and some trees. The images were 
found in both natural caverns and man-made caves. The man-made caves also feature 
Buddhist architecture such as a ‘Chaitya’ (prayer hall) and a monastery. A striking image 
found was that of a mythical figure, perhaps a demon. Other paintings reflected everyday 
life and occupations such as hunting deer. 

Consider the following about Fahien’s account of the Gupta administration. 

1. He characterised the Gupta administration as despotic and malevolent. 

2. There was no individual liberty in personal and cultural sphere as they were heavily 

ted the efficiency of the Gupta administration as he was able to travel 
without any fear throughout the Gangetic valley.  

4. There was widespread poverty and frequent famines.  

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

EXPLANATION:     The famous Chinese pilgrim, Fahien visited India during the reign of 
Chandragupta II. Out of his nine years stay in India, he spent six years in the Gupta 

1: He characterises the Gupta administration as mild and benevolent 

2: There were no restrictions on people’s movements and they enjoyed a large degree 
of personal freedom. There was no state interference in the individual’s life. 

XPLANATION 

and arrow, a Barasingha’s footprints, palm impressions and some trees. The images were 
made caves also feature 

Buddhist architecture such as a ‘Chaitya’ (prayer hall) and a monastery. A striking image 
found was that of a mythical figure, perhaps a demon. Other paintings reflected everyday 

g about Fahien’s account of the Gupta administration.  

1. He characterised the Gupta administration as despotic and malevolent.  

2. There was no individual liberty in personal and cultural sphere as they were heavily 

ted the efficiency of the Gupta administration as he was able to travel 

EXPLANATION:     The famous Chinese pilgrim, Fahien visited India during the reign of 
Chandragupta II. Out of his nine years stay in India, he spent six years in the Gupta 

1: He characterises the Gupta administration as mild and benevolent  

2: There were no restrictions on people’s movements and they enjoyed a large degree 
of personal freedom. There was no state interference in the individual’s life.  



         

 

        ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM 

3 and 4: The administration was so efficient that the roads were kept safe for travellers 
(he was able to travel without any fear throughout the Gangetic valley), and there was no 
fear of thieves. He mentioned that people were generally prosperous and the crimes were 
negligible. So, 3 and 4 are correct.

 

QUESTION: The three principles or Triratnas of Jainism are right faith, right knowledge 
and right conduct. Out of them ‘right knowledge’ means? 

  (A)  Acceptance of the theory that there is no God and that the world has been existing 
without a creator.  

  (B)  Both the clergy and laymen must understand their role in spiritual life and strictly 
follow the doctrine of ahimsa.  

  (C)  Unshaken belief in the teachings and wisdom of Mahavira 

  (D)  That human life is not a means towards salvation  

 Correct Answer : A  

EXPLANATION:    Option   (B)  points to Right Conduct. 

Option   (C)  points to Right Faith Theme 

in Option   (D)  was not explicitly
Mahavira regarded all objects, both animate and inanimate, have souls and various 
degrees of consciousness. They possess life and feel pain when they are injured.  Even the 
practice of agriculture was consi
animals. Similarly, the doctrine of asceticism and renunciation was also carried to 
extreme lengths by the practice of starvation, nudity and other forms of self

 

QUESTION: Consider the following statements about the Rig Vedic Society. 

1. Assertion   (a) : Unlike men, women were denied opportunities for their spiritual and 
intellectual development.  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

inistration was so efficient that the roads were kept safe for travellers 
(he was able to travel without any fear throughout the Gangetic valley), and there was no 
fear of thieves. He mentioned that people were generally prosperous and the crimes were 

igible. So, 3 and 4 are correct. 

The three principles or Triratnas of Jainism are right faith, right knowledge 
and right conduct. Out of them ‘right knowledge’ means?  

(A)  Acceptance of the theory that there is no God and that the world has been existing 

(B)  Both the clergy and laymen must understand their role in spiritual life and strictly 
follow the doctrine of ahimsa.   

f in the teachings and wisdom of Mahavira  

(D)  That human life is not a means towards salvation   

EXPLANATION:    Option   (B)  points to Right Conduct.  

Option   (C)  points to Right Faith Theme  

in Option   (D)  was not explicitly mentioned by Jain followers or Jainism Learning: 
Mahavira regarded all objects, both animate and inanimate, have souls and various 
degrees of consciousness. They possess life and feel pain when they are injured.  Even the 
practice of agriculture was considered sinful as it causes injury to the earth, worms and 
animals. Similarly, the doctrine of asceticism and renunciation was also carried to 
extreme lengths by the practice of starvation, nudity and other forms of self

Consider the following statements about the Rig Vedic Society. 

1. Assertion   (a) : Unlike men, women were denied opportunities for their spiritual and 

XPLANATION 

inistration was so efficient that the roads were kept safe for travellers 
(he was able to travel without any fear throughout the Gangetic valley), and there was no 
fear of thieves. He mentioned that people were generally prosperous and the crimes were 

The three principles or Triratnas of Jainism are right faith, right knowledge 

(A)  Acceptance of the theory that there is no God and that the world has been existing 

(B)  Both the clergy and laymen must understand their role in spiritual life and strictly 

mentioned by Jain followers or Jainism Learning: 
Mahavira regarded all objects, both animate and inanimate, have souls and various 
degrees of consciousness. They possess life and feel pain when they are injured.  Even the 

dered sinful as it causes injury to the earth, worms and 
animals. Similarly, the doctrine of asceticism and renunciation was also carried to 
extreme lengths by the practice of starvation, nudity and other forms of self-torture 

Consider the following statements about the Rig Vedic Society.  

1. Assertion   (a) : Unlike men, women were denied opportunities for their spiritual and 
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2. Reason (r): The Rig Vedic society was patriarchal. In the context of the 
these is correct?  

  (A)  A is correct, and R is an appropriate explanation of   (A)  

  (B)  A is correct, but R is not an appropriate explanation of   (A)  

  (C)  A is correct, but R is incorrect. 

  (D)  A is incorrect but R is correct.

 Correct Answer : D  

EXPLANATION:     

There were women poets like Apala, Viswavara, Ghosa and Lopamudra during the Rig 
Vedic period.  Women could even attend the popular assemblies. There was no child 
marriage and the practice of sati was absent. This 
However, the society was patriarchal. The basic unit of society was family or graham. The 
head of the family was known as grahapathi. Monogamy was generally practiced while 
polygamy was prevalent among the royal and noble f
household and participated in all the major ceremonies. So, R would be correct, and 
correct answer would be   (D) 

QUESTION: Around the time Alexander invaded India, Chandragupta Maurya and Kautilya 
initiated a popular movement against the Nanda rule. Why was the movement launched? 

  (A)  The oppressive ways of tax collection by Nandas were resented by people. 

  (B)  Nanda kingdom was financially crippled and unable to withstand any foreign 
invasion.  

  (C)  Nanda was a weak dynasty which could be usurped for financial gains to Mauryas. 

  (D)  Nandas had colluded with Alexander.   

Correct Answer : A  

EXPLANATION:     

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

2. Reason (r): The Rig Vedic society was patriarchal. In the context of the 

(A)  A is correct, and R is an appropriate explanation of   (A)   

(B)  A is correct, but R is not an appropriate explanation of   (A)   

(C)  A is correct, but R is incorrect.  

(D)  A is incorrect but R is correct.    

There were women poets like Apala, Viswavara, Ghosa and Lopamudra during the Rig 
Vedic period.  Women could even attend the popular assemblies. There was no child 
marriage and the practice of sati was absent. This shows that statement A is wrong. 
However, the society was patriarchal. The basic unit of society was family or graham. The 
head of the family was known as grahapathi. Monogamy was generally practiced while 
polygamy was prevalent among the royal and noble families. The wife took care of the 
household and participated in all the major ceremonies. So, R would be correct, and 
correct answer would be   (D)  

Around the time Alexander invaded India, Chandragupta Maurya and Kautilya 
vement against the Nanda rule. Why was the movement launched? 

(A)  The oppressive ways of tax collection by Nandas were resented by people. 

(B)  Nanda kingdom was financially crippled and unable to withstand any foreign 

weak dynasty which could be usurped for financial gains to Mauryas. 

(D)  Nandas had colluded with Alexander.    

XPLANATION 

2. Reason (r): The Rig Vedic society was patriarchal. In the context of the above, which of 

There were women poets like Apala, Viswavara, Ghosa and Lopamudra during the Rig 
Vedic period.  Women could even attend the popular assemblies. There was no child 

shows that statement A is wrong. 
However, the society was patriarchal. The basic unit of society was family or graham. The 
head of the family was known as grahapathi. Monogamy was generally practiced while 

amilies. The wife took care of the 
household and participated in all the major ceremonies. So, R would be correct, and 

Around the time Alexander invaded India, Chandragupta Maurya and Kautilya 
vement against the Nanda rule. Why was the movement launched?  

(A)  The oppressive ways of tax collection by Nandas were resented by people.  

(B)  Nanda kingdom was financially crippled and unable to withstand any foreign 

weak dynasty which could be usurped for financial gains to Mauryas.  
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  The enormous wealth of the Nandas is referred to in the Tamil Sangam work Ahananuru 
by the poet Mamulanar. So,   (B)  is incorrect. Many historians believe that a considerable 
portion of the Deccan was also under the control of the Nandas. Nandas never h
opportunity to see their army up against Alexander, who invaded North
the time of DhanaNanda, since Alexander was forced to confine his campaign to the 
plains of Punjab and Sindh. So,   (D)  can't be correct. The oppressive way of t
by Dhana Nanda was resented by the people. Taking advantage of this, Chandragupta 
Maurya and Kautilya initiated a popular movement against the Nanda rule. It was during 
this time that Alexander invaded India. So, (A) is correct.

 

QUESTION: Consider the following statements about the Rig Vedic society. 

1. The Aranyakas constitute the essence of Hindu philosophy. 

2. Gold was known to the Rig Vedic people. 

3. The Varna system established in the RigVedic period started declining during the La
Vedic period.   

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

  (A)  1 and 2 only  

  (B)  1 and 3 only  

  (C)  2 only  

  (D)  None of the above    

Correct Answer : C  

EXPLANATION:     

  Aranyakas are the ritual sacrifice part of the ancient Indian 
example, Katha Aranyaka describes rituals such as the Mahavrata and Pravargya. 
Upanishads are the essence of Hindu philosophy. So, 1 is incorrect. Gold, iron and copper 
were known to the Rig Vedic people. So, 2 is correct. The four di
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The enormous wealth of the Nandas is referred to in the Tamil Sangam work Ahananuru 
by the poet Mamulanar. So,   (B)  is incorrect. Many historians believe that a considerable 
portion of the Deccan was also under the control of the Nandas. Nandas never h
opportunity to see their army up against Alexander, who invaded North
the time of DhanaNanda, since Alexander was forced to confine his campaign to the 
plains of Punjab and Sindh. So,   (D)  can't be correct. The oppressive way of t
by Dhana Nanda was resented by the people. Taking advantage of this, Chandragupta 
Maurya and Kautilya initiated a popular movement against the Nanda rule. It was during 
this time that Alexander invaded India. So, (A) is correct. 

Consider the following statements about the Rig Vedic society. 

1. The Aranyakas constitute the essence of Hindu philosophy.  

2. Gold was known to the Rig Vedic people.  

3. The Varna system established in the RigVedic period started declining during the La

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

Aranyakas are the ritual sacrifice part of the ancient Indian 
example, Katha Aranyaka describes rituals such as the Mahavrata and Pravargya. 
Upanishads are the essence of Hindu philosophy. So, 1 is incorrect. Gold, iron and copper 
were known to the Rig Vedic people. So, 2 is correct. The four di

XPLANATION 

The enormous wealth of the Nandas is referred to in the Tamil Sangam work Ahananuru 
by the poet Mamulanar. So,   (B)  is incorrect. Many historians believe that a considerable 
portion of the Deccan was also under the control of the Nandas. Nandas never had the 
opportunity to see their army up against Alexander, who invaded North-western India at 
the time of DhanaNanda, since Alexander was forced to confine his campaign to the 
plains of Punjab and Sindh. So,   (D)  can't be correct. The oppressive way of tax collection 
by Dhana Nanda was resented by the people. Taking advantage of this, Chandragupta 
Maurya and Kautilya initiated a popular movement against the Nanda rule. It was during 

Consider the following statements about the Rig Vedic society.  

3. The Varna system established in the RigVedic period started declining during the Later 

Aranyakas are the ritual sacrifice part of the ancient Indian texts, the Vedas. For 
example, Katha Aranyaka describes rituals such as the Mahavrata and Pravargya. 
Upanishads are the essence of Hindu philosophy. So, 1 is incorrect. Gold, iron and copper 
were known to the Rig Vedic people. So, 2 is correct. The four divisions of society 
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(Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas, Sudras) or the Varna system was thoroughly established 
during the Later Vedic period.  So, 3 is incorrect.

 

QUESTION:  Which of the following pair is incorrectly matched? 

 (A) Shikdar : Incharge of law and order 

 (B) Amil : Head of revenue administration 

 (C) Fotedar : Treasurer  

 (D) Qanungo : Head accountant

Answer: B  

 Exp: Amil was the judicial officer.

 

QUESTION:  Which of the following statement correctly explains t

 (A) It was the house tax 

  (B) Protected non-Muslims who use to pay Jaziya 

 (C) It was a kind of water tax 

 (D) None of the above 

Answer: B 

 

QUESTION: In the beginning of the 6th century BC , the northern India consisted of a large 
number of independent kingdoms, some of which were republics. In the republics, the 
power of decision in all matters of state vested with the 

  (A)  The monarch who also had 

  (B)  The elected ruler who was accountable to the kingdom council 

  (C)  A small council of seniormost citizens of the state headed by the local monarch 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

(Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas, Sudras) or the Varna system was thoroughly established 
during the Later Vedic period.  So, 3 is incorrect. 

Which of the following pair is incorrectly matched?  

(A) Shikdar : Incharge of law and order  

(B) Amil : Head of revenue administration  

(D) Qanungo : Head accountant 

Exp: Amil was the judicial officer. 

Which of the following statement correctly explains the term “Zimmi”? 

Muslims who use to pay Jaziya  

(C) It was a kind of water tax  

In the beginning of the 6th century BC , the northern India consisted of a large 
number of independent kingdoms, some of which were republics. In the republics, the 
power of decision in all matters of state vested with the  

(A)  The monarch who also had popular public support  

(B)  The elected ruler who was accountable to the kingdom council 

(C)  A small council of seniormost citizens of the state headed by the local monarch 

XPLANATION 

(Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas, Sudras) or the Varna system was thoroughly established 

he term “Zimmi”?  

In the beginning of the 6th century BC , the northern India consisted of a large 
number of independent kingdoms, some of which were republics. In the republics, the 

(B)  The elected ruler who was accountable to the kingdom council  

(C)  A small council of seniormost citizens of the state headed by the local monarch  
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  (D)  Public Assembly which was composed of the tribal representatives or 
families    

Correct Answer : D  

EXPLANATION:     

  Some of the republics consisted of only one tribe like the Sakyas, Licchavis and Mallas. 
All decisions were by a majority vote. Apart from republics, there were also monarchical 
forms of government. The Buddhist literature Anguttara Nikaya gives a list of sixteengreat 
kingdoms called ‘Sixteen Mahajanapadas’. In course of time, the small and weak 
kingdoms either submitted to the stronger rulers or gradually got eliminated.  Finallyin 
the mid 6th century BC , only four kingdoms 
survived. 

 

QUESTION: His work Brihadsamhita is a great work in Sanskrit literature. It deals with a 
variety of subjects like astronomy, astrology, geography, architecture, weather, animals, 
marriage. He is  

  (A)  Varahamihira  

  (B)  Brahmagupta  

  (C)  Aryabhatta  

  (D)  Vishnusarma    

Correct Answer : A 

EXPLANATION:     

  The Gupta period witnessed a brilliant activity in the sphere of mathematics, astronomy, 
astrology and medicine. Aryabhatta was the first to declare that the earth was spherical 
in shape and that it rotates on its own axis. However, these views were reje
astronomers like Varahamihira and Brahmagupta.  Varahamihira composed Pancha 
Siddhantika, the five astronomical systems. He was also a great authority on astrology. 
His Brihadjataka is considered to be a standard work on astrology

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

(D)  Public Assembly which was composed of the tribal representatives or 

Some of the republics consisted of only one tribe like the Sakyas, Licchavis and Mallas. 
All decisions were by a majority vote. Apart from republics, there were also monarchical 

t. The Buddhist literature Anguttara Nikaya gives a list of sixteengreat 
kingdoms called ‘Sixteen Mahajanapadas’. In course of time, the small and weak 
kingdoms either submitted to the stronger rulers or gradually got eliminated.  Finallyin 

tury BC , only four kingdoms – Vatsa, Avanti,Kosala and Magadha 

His work Brihadsamhita is a great work in Sanskrit literature. It deals with a 
variety of subjects like astronomy, astrology, geography, architecture, weather, animals, 

The Gupta period witnessed a brilliant activity in the sphere of mathematics, astronomy, 
astrology and medicine. Aryabhatta was the first to declare that the earth was spherical 
in shape and that it rotates on its own axis. However, these views were reje
astronomers like Varahamihira and Brahmagupta.  Varahamihira composed Pancha 
Siddhantika, the five astronomical systems. He was also a great authority on astrology. 
His Brihadjataka is considered to be a standard work on astrology 

XPLANATION 

(D)  Public Assembly which was composed of the tribal representatives or heads of 

Some of the republics consisted of only one tribe like the Sakyas, Licchavis and Mallas. 
All decisions were by a majority vote. Apart from republics, there were also monarchical 

t. The Buddhist literature Anguttara Nikaya gives a list of sixteengreat 
kingdoms called ‘Sixteen Mahajanapadas’. In course of time, the small and weak 
kingdoms either submitted to the stronger rulers or gradually got eliminated.  Finallyin 

Vatsa, Avanti,Kosala and Magadha 

His work Brihadsamhita is a great work in Sanskrit literature. It deals with a 
variety of subjects like astronomy, astrology, geography, architecture, weather, animals, 

The Gupta period witnessed a brilliant activity in the sphere of mathematics, astronomy, 
astrology and medicine. Aryabhatta was the first to declare that the earth was spherical 
in shape and that it rotates on its own axis. However, these views were rejected by later 
astronomers like Varahamihira and Brahmagupta.  Varahamihira composed Pancha 
Siddhantika, the five astronomical systems. He was also a great authority on astrology. 
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QUESTION: Consider the following about the social life during the Gupta period.  

1. The practice of untouchability was abolished during this period.  

2. Women were prohibited from studying the religious texts like the Puranas. 

3. Most of the Gupta kings encourag

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

  (A)  1 and 2 only  

  (B)  2 and 3 only  

  (C)  3 only  

  (D)  1, 2 and 3    

Correct Answer : B  

EXPLANATION:     

  Statement 1: The Brahmins occupied the top ladder of the society. The practice of 
untouchability had slowly begun during this period.  So, 1 is wrong.

Statement 2: The position of women had also become miserable during the Gupta period.  
They were prohibited from studying the religious texts like the Puranas. The subjection of 
women to men was thoroughly regularized.  But it was insisted that they should be 
protected and generously treated by men. So, 2 is correct. Statements 3: In the sphere of 
religion, Brahmanism reigned supreme during the Gupta period.  It had two branches 
Vaishnavism and Saivism. Most of the Gupta kings were Vaishnavaites. They performed 
Aswamedha sacrifices. So, 3 is correct

 

QUESTION: Great prominence is given in the Rig Veda to t
'Sabha' and 'Samiti' which seem to have formed an essential feature of the government. 
In this context, which of the statements is/are correct? 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Consider the following about the social life during the Gupta period.  

1. The practice of untouchability was abolished during this period.  

2. Women were prohibited from studying the religious texts like the Puranas. 

3. Most of the Gupta kings encouraged Brahamanism.  

Select the correct answer using the codes below.  

Statement 1: The Brahmins occupied the top ladder of the society. The practice of 
untouchability had slowly begun during this period.  So, 1 is wrong.

Statement 2: The position of women had also become miserable during the Gupta period.  
ited from studying the religious texts like the Puranas. The subjection of 

women to men was thoroughly regularized.  But it was insisted that they should be 
protected and generously treated by men. So, 2 is correct. Statements 3: In the sphere of 

Brahmanism reigned supreme during the Gupta period.  It had two branches 
Vaishnavism and Saivism. Most of the Gupta kings were Vaishnavaites. They performed 
Aswamedha sacrifices. So, 3 is correct 

Great prominence is given in the Rig Veda to two popular assemblies called 
'Sabha' and 'Samiti' which seem to have formed an essential feature of the government. 
In this context, which of the statements is/are correct?  

XPLANATION 

Consider the following about the social life during the Gupta period.   

1. The practice of untouchability was abolished during this period.   

2. Women were prohibited from studying the religious texts like the Puranas.  

Statement 1: The Brahmins occupied the top ladder of the society. The practice of 
untouchability had slowly begun during this period.  So, 1 is wrong. 

Statement 2: The position of women had also become miserable during the Gupta period.  
ited from studying the religious texts like the Puranas. The subjection of 

women to men was thoroughly regularized.  But it was insisted that they should be 
protected and generously treated by men. So, 2 is correct. Statements 3: In the sphere of 

Brahmanism reigned supreme during the Gupta period.  It had two branches - 
Vaishnavism and Saivism. Most of the Gupta kings were Vaishnavaites. They performed 

wo popular assemblies called 
'Sabha' and 'Samiti' which seem to have formed an essential feature of the government. 
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1. The Sabha, which mainly dealt with policy decisions and political business, inc
common people.  

2. The Samiti, less political in character, was a more select body of the elders or nobles. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

  (A)  1 only  

  (B)  2 only  

  (C)  Both 1 and 2  

  (D)  Neither 1 nor 2   

Answer: d  

EXPLANATION:     

  RigVeda - two popular assemblies called sabha and samiti which seem to have formed an 
essential feature of the government. 

It was the samiti, which mainly dealt with policy decisions and political business, included 
common people. So statement 1 is incorrect.

The sabha - less political in character, was a more select body of the Elders or Nobles. It 
was through these two assemblies that the will of the people on important matters of the 
rashtra was expressed.  So statement 2 is incorrect

 

 

QUESTION: With reference to Naqshbandi school of Sufi movement in India, consider the 
following statements:  

1. The school propounded the concept of unity of God and created beings. 

2. The school opposed the use of music in religious gatherings a
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

  (A)  1 only  

  (B)  2 only  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

1. The Sabha, which mainly dealt with policy decisions and political business, inc

2. The Samiti, less political in character, was a more select body of the elders or nobles. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below.  

two popular assemblies called sabha and samiti which seem to have formed an 
essential feature of the government.  

It was the samiti, which mainly dealt with policy decisions and political business, included 
atement 1 is incorrect. 

less political in character, was a more select body of the Elders or Nobles. It 
was through these two assemblies that the will of the people on important matters of the 
rashtra was expressed.  So statement 2 is incorrect also. 

With reference to Naqshbandi school of Sufi movement in India, consider the 

1. The school propounded the concept of unity of God and created beings. 

2. The school opposed the use of music in religious gatherings and visiting tombs of saints. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

XPLANATION 

1. The Sabha, which mainly dealt with policy decisions and political business, included 

2. The Samiti, less political in character, was a more select body of the elders or nobles. 

two popular assemblies called sabha and samiti which seem to have formed an 

It was the samiti, which mainly dealt with policy decisions and political business, included 

less political in character, was a more select body of the Elders or Nobles. It 
was through these two assemblies that the will of the people on important matters of the 

With reference to Naqshbandi school of Sufi movement in India, consider the 

1. The school propounded the concept of unity of God and created beings.  

nd visiting tombs of saints. 
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  (C)  Both 1 and 2  

  (D)  Neither 1 nor 2   

Answer: b  

EXPLANATION:     

 The Naqshbandi school of Sufis was an orthodox and revivalist movement which opposed 
the concept of unity of God and created beings. Hence, statement 1 is wrong. The school 
also opposed all those practices which were due to the influence of Hinduism such 
use of music in religious gatherings, excessive meditation, visiting tombs of saints etc.  
Hence, statement 2 is correct.

QUESTION: With reference to 'Shrenis'(guilds), which were associations formed by crafts 
persons and merchants, consider the fol

1. They find reference in Mandasore stone inscription. 

2. They provided training, procured raw material and distributed the finished product. 

3. They also served as banks.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

  (A)  1 and 2 only  

  (B)  1 and 3 only  

  (C)  3 only  

  (D)  1, 2 and 3  

Answer: d 

 EXPLANATION:     

 Many crafts persons and merchants formed associations known as shrenis. They 
provided training, procured raw material and distributed the finished prod

They also served as banks, where rich men and women deposited money. This was 
invested, and part of the interest was returned or used to support religious institutions 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

The Naqshbandi school of Sufis was an orthodox and revivalist movement which opposed 
the concept of unity of God and created beings. Hence, statement 1 is wrong. The school 
also opposed all those practices which were due to the influence of Hinduism such 
use of music in religious gatherings, excessive meditation, visiting tombs of saints etc.  
Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

With reference to 'Shrenis'(guilds), which were associations formed by crafts 
persons and merchants, consider the following statements:  

1. They find reference in Mandasore stone inscription.  

2. They provided training, procured raw material and distributed the finished product. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

Many crafts persons and merchants formed associations known as shrenis. They 
provided training, procured raw material and distributed the finished prod

They also served as banks, where rich men and women deposited money. This was 
invested, and part of the interest was returned or used to support religious institutions 

XPLANATION 

The Naqshbandi school of Sufis was an orthodox and revivalist movement which opposed 
the concept of unity of God and created beings. Hence, statement 1 is wrong. The school 
also opposed all those practices which were due to the influence of Hinduism such as the 
use of music in religious gatherings, excessive meditation, visiting tombs of saints etc.  

With reference to 'Shrenis'(guilds), which were associations formed by crafts 

2. They provided training, procured raw material and distributed the finished product.  

Many crafts persons and merchants formed associations known as shrenis. They 
provided training, procured raw material and distributed the finished product.  

They also served as banks, where rich men and women deposited money. This was 
invested, and part of the interest was returned or used to support religious institutions 
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such as monasteries. Mandasor stone inscription(Madhya Pradesh) provides insights 
nature of these shrenis. 

 

QUESTION: With reference to the reasons behind the decline of the Vijaynagara Empire, 
consider the following statements: 

1. Strain in the imperial structure following the death of Krishnadeva Raya.

2. Rebelliousness amongst military chiefs. 

3. Invasion by the Mughals.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

  (A)  1 and 2 only  

  (B)  2 and 3 only  

  (C)  1 and 3 only  

  (D)  1, 2 and 3   

Answer: a  

EXPLANATION:     

 Statement 3 is incorrect because till that date Mughal had not expanded their Empire in 
the South. Strain began to show within the imperial structure following Krishnadeva 
Raya‘s death in 1529. His successors were troubled by rebellious nayakas or militar
chiefs. By 1542 control at the centre had shifted to another ruling lineage, that of the 
Aravidu, which remained in power till the end of the seventeenth century. During this 
period, as indeed earlier, the military ambitions of the rulers of Vijayanagara
those of the Deccan Sultanates resulted in shifting alignments. Eventually this led to an 
alliance of the Sultanates against Vijayanagara.

 

QUESTION: In our ancient texts, 'Brahma Supta Sidhanta' is often mentioned in the 
context of mathematics and science. What is the text essentially about? 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

such as monasteries. Mandasor stone inscription(Madhya Pradesh) provides insights 

With reference to the reasons behind the decline of the Vijaynagara Empire, 
consider the following statements:  

1. Strain in the imperial structure following the death of Krishnadeva Raya.

military chiefs.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

Statement 3 is incorrect because till that date Mughal had not expanded their Empire in 
the South. Strain began to show within the imperial structure following Krishnadeva 
Raya‘s death in 1529. His successors were troubled by rebellious nayakas or militar
chiefs. By 1542 control at the centre had shifted to another ruling lineage, that of the 
Aravidu, which remained in power till the end of the seventeenth century. During this 
period, as indeed earlier, the military ambitions of the rulers of Vijayanagara
those of the Deccan Sultanates resulted in shifting alignments. Eventually this led to an 
alliance of the Sultanates against Vijayanagara. 

In our ancient texts, 'Brahma Supta Sidhanta' is often mentioned in the 
and science. What is the text essentially about? 

XPLANATION 

such as monasteries. Mandasor stone inscription(Madhya Pradesh) provides insights into 

With reference to the reasons behind the decline of the Vijaynagara Empire, 

1. Strain in the imperial structure following the death of Krishnadeva Raya. 

Statement 3 is incorrect because till that date Mughal had not expanded their Empire in 
the South. Strain began to show within the imperial structure following Krishnadeva 
Raya‘s death in 1529. His successors were troubled by rebellious nayakas or military 
chiefs. By 1542 control at the centre had shifted to another ruling lineage, that of the 
Aravidu, which remained in power till the end of the seventeenth century. During this 
period, as indeed earlier, the military ambitions of the rulers of Vijayanagara as well as 
those of the Deccan Sultanates resulted in shifting alignments. Eventually this led to an 

In our ancient texts, 'Brahma Supta Sidhanta' is often mentioned in the 
and science. What is the text essentially about?  
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  (A)  It deals with the ways to conduct plastic surgery on humans. 

  (B)  It is a text related to modern Pythagoras theorem. 

  (C)  It deals with zero, positive and negative numbers, algorithms, and equations. 

  (D)  It is a text which explains the value of pi.   

Answer: c  

EXPLANATION:     

 It was written by Brahmagupta, it deals with zero number, denotes positive numbers as 
fortune and negative numbers as debt.

 

QUESTION: With reference to Akbar’s idea of 'Sulh
statements:  

1. It focused on honesty, justice, peace which was universally applicable. 

2. This principle was also followed by Jahangir

Which of the above statements is/are not correct? 

  (A)  1 only  

  (B)  2 only  

  (C)  Both 1 and 2  

  (D)  Neither 1 nor 2   

Answer: d  

EXPLANATION:     

 Discussions of the various religion led Akbar to the idea of sulh
This idea of tolerance did not discriminate between people of different religions in his 
realm. Instead it focused on a system of ethics 
universally applicable. Abul Fazl helped Akbar in framing a vision of 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

(A)  It deals with the ways to conduct plastic surgery on humans.  

(B)  It is a text related to modern Pythagoras theorem.  

(C)  It deals with zero, positive and negative numbers, algorithms, and equations. 

(D)  It is a text which explains the value of pi.    

It was written by Brahmagupta, it deals with zero number, denotes positive numbers as 
fortune and negative numbers as debt. 

With reference to Akbar’s idea of 'Sulh-i kul', consider the following 

1. It focused on honesty, justice, peace which was universally applicable. 

2. This principle was also followed by Jahangir and Shah Jahan.  

Which of the above statements is/are not correct?  

Discussions of the various religion led Akbar to the idea of sulh-i kul or 
This idea of tolerance did not discriminate between people of different religions in his 
realm. Instead it focused on a system of ethics - honesty, justice, peace 
universally applicable. Abul Fazl helped Akbar in framing a vision of 

XPLANATION 

 

(C)  It deals with zero, positive and negative numbers, algorithms, and equations.  

It was written by Brahmagupta, it deals with zero number, denotes positive numbers as 

i kul', consider the following 

1. It focused on honesty, justice, peace which was universally applicable.  

i kul or - universal peace. 
This idea of tolerance did not discriminate between people of different religions in his 

honesty, justice, peace - that was 
universally applicable. Abul Fazl helped Akbar in framing a vision of governance around 
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this idea of sulh-i kul. This principle of governance was followed by Jahangir and Shah 
Jahan as well. 

 

QUESTION: With reference to the history of ancient South India, consider the following 
statements regarding Pandya kingdom? 

1. The Pandyas occupied the delta of the Kaveri river and the adjoining region. 

2. Under the Pandyas, the capital Madurai and port city Korkai were great centres of 
trade and commerce.  

3. Pandyan kings sent embassies to the Roman emperor. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

  (A)  1 and 2 only  

  (B)  1 only  

  (C)  2 and 3 only  

  (D)  1, 2 and 3   

Answer: :c  

EXPLANATION:     

 The Pandya kingdom occupied roughly the region of the modern districts of Tirunelveli, 
Ramnad and Madurai in Tamil Nadu. The capital of the kingdom was Madurai, 

The. Cholas occupied the delta of the Kaveri river and the adjoining region So statement 1 
is incorrect.  

Under the Pandyas, the capital Madurai and port city Korkai were great centres of trade 
and commerce. So statement 2 is correct The Pandyan kingdom was very wealthy and 
prosperous. The traders profited from trade with the Roman Empire. Pandya 
sent embassies to the Roman emperor Augustus and Trojan.so statement 3 is also correct.

 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

i kul. This principle of governance was followed by Jahangir and Shah 

With reference to the history of ancient South India, consider the following 
statements regarding Pandya kingdom?  

ndyas occupied the delta of the Kaveri river and the adjoining region. 

2. Under the Pandyas, the capital Madurai and port city Korkai were great centres of 

3. Pandyan kings sent embassies to the Roman emperor.  

Select the correct answer using the code given below.  

The Pandya kingdom occupied roughly the region of the modern districts of Tirunelveli, 
Ramnad and Madurai in Tamil Nadu. The capital of the kingdom was Madurai, 

The. Cholas occupied the delta of the Kaveri river and the adjoining region So statement 1 

Under the Pandyas, the capital Madurai and port city Korkai were great centres of trade 
and commerce. So statement 2 is correct The Pandyan kingdom was very wealthy and 
prosperous. The traders profited from trade with the Roman Empire. Pandya 
sent embassies to the Roman emperor Augustus and Trojan.so statement 3 is also correct.

XPLANATION 

i kul. This principle of governance was followed by Jahangir and Shah 

With reference to the history of ancient South India, consider the following 

ndyas occupied the delta of the Kaveri river and the adjoining region.  

2. Under the Pandyas, the capital Madurai and port city Korkai were great centres of 

The Pandya kingdom occupied roughly the region of the modern districts of Tirunelveli, 
Ramnad and Madurai in Tamil Nadu. The capital of the kingdom was Madurai,  

The. Cholas occupied the delta of the Kaveri river and the adjoining region So statement 1 

Under the Pandyas, the capital Madurai and port city Korkai were great centres of trade 
and commerce. So statement 2 is correct The Pandyan kingdom was very wealthy and 
prosperous. The traders profited from trade with the Roman Empire. Pandya kings even 
sent embassies to the Roman emperor Augustus and Trojan.so statement 3 is also correct. 
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QUESTION: With reference to administration during Delhi Sultanate period, consider the 
following statements regarding 'bandagans': 

1. They were special slaves bought by Sultans from Persia for military services. 

2. They were never appointed as generals and governors. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

  (A)  1 only  

  (B)  2 only  

  (C)  Both 1 and 2  

  (D)  Neither 1 nor 2    

Answer: a  

EXPLANATION:     

 The consolidation of a kingdom as vast as the Delhi Sultanate needed reliable governors 
and administrators. Rather than appointing aristocrats and landed chieftains as governors 
in the early Delhi Sultans, especially Iltutmish, favoured t
military service, called bandagan in Persian. They were carefully trained to some of the 
most important political offices in the kingdom. Since they were totally dependent upon 
their master, the Sultan could trust and rely

 

QUESTION: Consider the following statements in reference to Odissi dance: 

1. It was an essentially temple dance where the dancers sought liberation or moksha 
through the medium of this dance. 

2. Maharis and gotiupuas were trained to perform 

3. Unlike Kathakali, in this dance form there is no role of facial expressions. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

  (A)  1 only  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

With reference to administration during Delhi Sultanate period, consider the 
following statements regarding 'bandagans':  

ves bought by Sultans from Persia for military services. 

2. They were never appointed as generals and governors.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

The consolidation of a kingdom as vast as the Delhi Sultanate needed reliable governors 
and administrators. Rather than appointing aristocrats and landed chieftains as governors 
in the early Delhi Sultans, especially Iltutmish, favoured their special slaves purchased for 
military service, called bandagan in Persian. They were carefully trained to some of the 
most important political offices in the kingdom. Since they were totally dependent upon 
their master, the Sultan could trust and rely upon them. 

Consider the following statements in reference to Odissi dance: 

1. It was an essentially temple dance where the dancers sought liberation or moksha 
through the medium of this dance.  

2. Maharis and gotiupuas were trained to perform this dance in the temple. 

3. Unlike Kathakali, in this dance form there is no role of facial expressions. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

XPLANATION 

With reference to administration during Delhi Sultanate period, consider the 

ves bought by Sultans from Persia for military services.  

The consolidation of a kingdom as vast as the Delhi Sultanate needed reliable governors 
and administrators. Rather than appointing aristocrats and landed chieftains as governors 

heir special slaves purchased for 
military service, called bandagan in Persian. They were carefully trained to some of the 
most important political offices in the kingdom. Since they were totally dependent upon 

Consider the following statements in reference to Odissi dance:  

1. It was an essentially temple dance where the dancers sought liberation or moksha 

this dance in the temple.  

3. Unlike Kathakali, in this dance form there is no role of facial expressions.  
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  (B)  1 and 2 only  

  (C)  1 and 3 only  

  (D)  2 and 3 only   

Answer: :b  

EXPLANATION:     

 For centuries maharis were the chief repositories of this dance. The maharis, who were 
originally temple dancers came to be employed in royal courts which resulted in the 
degeneration of the art form. Around this time, a class of boys cal
trained in the art, they danced in the temples and also for general entertainment. Many 
of today's gurus of this style belong to the gotipua tradition. Facial expressions, hand 
gestures and body movements are used to suggest a certain fee
the nine rasas. 

 

QUESTION: Consider the following statements: 

1. The subject matter of Ajanta paintings is almost exclusively Buddhist. 

2. Both Hindu and Buddhist literature refer to paintings of various types. 

3. Mural paintings are mostly secular in nature. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

  (A)  1 only  

  (B)  1 and 2 only  

  (C)  2 and 3 only  

  (D)  1, 2 and 3   

Answer: :b  

EXPLANATION:     

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

For centuries maharis were the chief repositories of this dance. The maharis, who were 
originally temple dancers came to be employed in royal courts which resulted in the 
degeneration of the art form. Around this time, a class of boys cal
trained in the art, they danced in the temples and also for general entertainment. Many 
of today's gurus of this style belong to the gotipua tradition. Facial expressions, hand 
gestures and body movements are used to suggest a certain feeling, an emotion or one of 

Consider the following statements:  

1. The subject matter of Ajanta paintings is almost exclusively Buddhist. 

2. Both Hindu and Buddhist literature refer to paintings of various types. 

ngs are mostly secular in nature.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

XPLANATION 

For centuries maharis were the chief repositories of this dance. The maharis, who were 
originally temple dancers came to be employed in royal courts which resulted in the 
degeneration of the art form. Around this time, a class of boys called gotipuas were 
trained in the art, they danced in the temples and also for general entertainment. Many 
of today's gurus of this style belong to the gotipua tradition. Facial expressions, hand 

ling, an emotion or one of 

1. The subject matter of Ajanta paintings is almost exclusively Buddhist.  

2. Both Hindu and Buddhist literature refer to paintings of various types.  
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 The subject matter of Ajanta paintings is almost exclusively 
decorative patterns on the ceilings and the pillars. They are mostly associated with the 
Jatakas, collection of stories, recording the previous births of the Lord Buddha.  Both 
Hindu and Buddhist literature refer to paintings of various
example, Lepyacitras, lekhacitras and Dhulitcitras. The murals chiefly depict religious 
scenes from the life of the Buddha and the Buddhist Jataka stories but we also have 
secular scenes. 

 

QUESTION: With reference to reforms in la
consider the following statements: 

1. The assessment of land revenue was done on the basis of measurement of the sown 
land and peasant could pay only in cash. 

2. A cess was introduced in order to provide protectio
calamities. Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

  (A)  1 only  

  (B)  2 only  

  (C)  Both 1 and 2  

  (D)  Neither 1 nor 2    

Answer: b  

EXPLANATION:     

 The assessment of land revenue was done on the basis of the measurement of the land, 
however the peasants were given option of paying in cash or kind.  Hence, statement 1 is 
wrong. Sher shah introduced a cess at rate of two and a half seers per bigha in o
guard against famine and other natural calamities. Hence, statement 2 is correct.

 

QUESTION: With reference to Asthapradhan system of administration under Shivaji, 
consider the following statements: 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

The subject matter of Ajanta paintings is almost exclusively 
decorative patterns on the ceilings and the pillars. They are mostly associated with the 
Jatakas, collection of stories, recording the previous births of the Lord Buddha.  Both 
Hindu and Buddhist literature refer to paintings of various types and techniques for 
example, Lepyacitras, lekhacitras and Dhulitcitras. The murals chiefly depict religious 
scenes from the life of the Buddha and the Buddhist Jataka stories but we also have 

With reference to reforms in land revenue administration by Sher Shah , 
consider the following statements:  

1. The assessment of land revenue was done on the basis of measurement of the sown 
land and peasant could pay only in cash.  

2. A cess was introduced in order to provide protection against famine and other natural 
calamities. Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

The assessment of land revenue was done on the basis of the measurement of the land, 
however the peasants were given option of paying in cash or kind.  Hence, statement 1 is 
wrong. Sher shah introduced a cess at rate of two and a half seers per bigha in o
guard against famine and other natural calamities. Hence, statement 2 is correct.

With reference to Asthapradhan system of administration under Shivaji, 
consider the following statements:  

XPLANATION 

The subject matter of Ajanta paintings is almost exclusively Buddhist, excepting 
decorative patterns on the ceilings and the pillars. They are mostly associated with the 
Jatakas, collection of stories, recording the previous births of the Lord Buddha.  Both 

types and techniques for 
example, Lepyacitras, lekhacitras and Dhulitcitras. The murals chiefly depict religious 
scenes from the life of the Buddha and the Buddhist Jataka stories but we also have 

nd revenue administration by Sher Shah , 

1. The assessment of land revenue was done on the basis of measurement of the sown 

n against famine and other natural 

The assessment of land revenue was done on the basis of the measurement of the land, 
however the peasants were given option of paying in cash or kind.  Hence, statement 1 is 
wrong. Sher shah introduced a cess at rate of two and a half seers per bigha in order to 
guard against famine and other natural calamities. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

With reference to Asthapradhan system of administration under Shivaji, 
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1. The offices under asthapradhan system were he

2. All officers under the Asthapradhan system were asked to lead military campaigns. 

3. The officers under this system were paid in cash as well as jagirs. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

  (A)  1 and 3 only  

  (B)  1 and 2 only  

  (C)  2 and 3 only  

  (D)  None   

Answer: d 

EXPLANATION:     

 The Asthapradhan of Shivaji consisted of following 8 officials: 

1. Peshwa, who looked after general administration and finances. 

2. Sari-i-naubat or senapati  

3. Majumdar, who was an accountant. 

4. Wakenavis, who was responsible for intelligence, posts and household affairs. 

5. Suranavis or chitnis, who helped in correspondence. 

6. Dabir. who was master of ceremonies. 

7. Nyayadhish, was in charge of justice.

8. Panditrao, was in charge of charitable grants. 

All officers except pandit Rao and nyayadhish were asked to lead military campaigns. 
Under Shivaji these offices were neither hereditary nor permanent: they held office till 
the king's pleasure and they were frequently transferred. They were directly paid by the 
exchequer and no jagir was granted to any civil or military officer. Later, under the 
peshwas, they assumed hereditary and permanent character. Hence statement 1,2 and 3 
are wrong. 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

1. The offices under asthapradhan system were herediatry in nature. 

2. All officers under the Asthapradhan system were asked to lead military campaigns. 

3. The officers under this system were paid in cash as well as jagirs. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

The Asthapradhan of Shivaji consisted of following 8 officials:  

1. Peshwa, who looked after general administration and finances.  

3. Majumdar, who was an accountant.  

4. Wakenavis, who was responsible for intelligence, posts and household affairs. 

5. Suranavis or chitnis, who helped in correspondence.  

6. Dabir. who was master of ceremonies.  

7. Nyayadhish, was in charge of justice.  

8. Panditrao, was in charge of charitable grants.  

All officers except pandit Rao and nyayadhish were asked to lead military campaigns. 
Under Shivaji these offices were neither hereditary nor permanent: they held office till 

were frequently transferred. They were directly paid by the 
exchequer and no jagir was granted to any civil or military officer. Later, under the 
peshwas, they assumed hereditary and permanent character. Hence statement 1,2 and 3 

XPLANATION 

rediatry in nature.  

2. All officers under the Asthapradhan system were asked to lead military campaigns.  

3. The officers under this system were paid in cash as well as jagirs.  

 

4. Wakenavis, who was responsible for intelligence, posts and household affairs.  

All officers except pandit Rao and nyayadhish were asked to lead military campaigns. 
Under Shivaji these offices were neither hereditary nor permanent: they held office till 

were frequently transferred. They were directly paid by the 
exchequer and no jagir was granted to any civil or military officer. Later, under the 
peshwas, they assumed hereditary and permanent character. Hence statement 1,2 and 3 
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QUESTION: With reference to Khajuraho temples, consider the following statements: 

1. They are made of sandstone. 

2. Both the interior and exterior walls are lavishly decorated with carvings. 

3. Stellate plan style of temple making is followed.  

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

  (A)  1 and 2 only  

  (B)  1 and 3 only  

  (C)  2 and 3 only  

  (D)  1, 2 and 3   

Answer: a  

EXPLANATION:     

Khajuraho temples were patronised by Chandella dynasty. 

Some of the features of the temples include: The temples are made of sandstone. Both 
the interior and exterior walls are lavishly decorated with carvings. Temple walls of the 
temples patronized by Solanki rulers were devoid of any carvings. Panchayatan style of 
temple making is followed.  Stellate plan style, whereby shrines are led out in the shape 
of an intricately designed star, is followed in Hoysala School of art. The temples were 
generally north or east facing. The temples were built on relatively high platforms. 
Examples - Lakshamana Temple, Kandariya Mahadeva Temple. Some Jain temples are 
also found in Khajuraho. 

 

QUESTION: With reference to Virashaiva tradition in medieval India, consider the 
following statements:  

1. The movement was led by a Brahmana named Basavanna.

2. The movement opposed worship of Shiva in form of linga.  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

reference to Khajuraho temples, consider the following statements: 

1. They are made of sandstone.  

2. Both the interior and exterior walls are lavishly decorated with carvings. 

3. Stellate plan style of temple making is followed.   

Select the correct answer using the code given below.  

Khajuraho temples were patronised by Chandella dynasty.  

temples include: The temples are made of sandstone. Both 
the interior and exterior walls are lavishly decorated with carvings. Temple walls of the 
temples patronized by Solanki rulers were devoid of any carvings. Panchayatan style of 

wed.  Stellate plan style, whereby shrines are led out in the shape 
of an intricately designed star, is followed in Hoysala School of art. The temples were 
generally north or east facing. The temples were built on relatively high platforms. 

hamana Temple, Kandariya Mahadeva Temple. Some Jain temples are 

With reference to Virashaiva tradition in medieval India, consider the 

1. The movement was led by a Brahmana named Basavanna. 

movement opposed worship of Shiva in form of linga.   

XPLANATION 

reference to Khajuraho temples, consider the following statements:  

2. Both the interior and exterior walls are lavishly decorated with carvings.  

temples include: The temples are made of sandstone. Both 
the interior and exterior walls are lavishly decorated with carvings. Temple walls of the 
temples patronized by Solanki rulers were devoid of any carvings. Panchayatan style of 

wed.  Stellate plan style, whereby shrines are led out in the shape 
of an intricately designed star, is followed in Hoysala School of art. The temples were 
generally north or east facing. The temples were built on relatively high platforms. 

hamana Temple, Kandariya Mahadeva Temple. Some Jain temples are 

With reference to Virashaiva tradition in medieval India, consider the 
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3. The movement encouraged remarriage of widows. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

  (A)  1 and 2 only  

  (B)  1 and 3 only  

  (C)  3 only  

  (D)  2 and 3 only   

Answer: b  

EXPLANATION:     

 The movement that emerged in Karnataka in twelfth century was led by a brahamana 
named Basavanna.  Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

The followers of the movement known as Virashaivas or Lingayats worship Shiva in his 
manifestation as a linga.  Henc

The Lingayats encouraged certains practices that were disapproved in the Dharmashastra, 
such as post- puberty marriage and the remarriage of widows. Hence, statement 3 is 
correct 

 

QUESTION: Consider the following statements: 

1. Under the dahsala system of Akbar, the land revenue from a particular land was fixed 
for ten years.  

2. Under the ghalla- bakshi system, the produce from land was divided between the 
peasants and the state in fixed proportion. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

  (A)  1 only  

  (B)  2 only  

  (C)  Both 1 and 2  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

3. The movement encouraged remarriage of widows.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

The movement that emerged in Karnataka in twelfth century was led by a brahamana 
named Basavanna.  Hence, statement 1 is correct.  

The followers of the movement known as Virashaivas or Lingayats worship Shiva in his 
manifestation as a linga.  Hence, statement 2 is wrong.  

The Lingayats encouraged certains practices that were disapproved in the Dharmashastra, 
puberty marriage and the remarriage of widows. Hence, statement 3 is 

Consider the following statements:  

1. Under the dahsala system of Akbar, the land revenue from a particular land was fixed 

bakshi system, the produce from land was divided between the 
peasants and the state in fixed proportion.  

iven above is/are correct?  

XPLANATION 

The movement that emerged in Karnataka in twelfth century was led by a brahamana 

The followers of the movement known as Virashaivas or Lingayats worship Shiva in his 

The Lingayats encouraged certains practices that were disapproved in the Dharmashastra, 
puberty marriage and the remarriage of widows. Hence, statement 3 is 

1. Under the dahsala system of Akbar, the land revenue from a particular land was fixed 

bakshi system, the produce from land was divided between the 
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  (D)  Neither 1 nor 2   

Answer: :b  

EXPLANATION:     

Under the dahsala system , the average produce of different crops as well as the average 
prices prevailing over the last 
for ten years. Hence, statement 1 is wrong. Under the ghalla
from land was divided between the peasants and the state in fixed proportion

 

QUESTION: Consider the followi
times:  

1. Sandhara type were shrines without pradakshinapatha.

2. Nirandhara type were shrines with pradakshinapatha.

3. Sarvatobhadra were shrines which can be accessed from all sides. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

  (A)  1 and 2 only  

  (B)  1 and 3 only  

  (C)  3 only  

  (D)  1, 2 and 3   

Answer: :d  

EXPLANATION:     

 "Pradakshinapatha refers to the circumbulatory or pathway around the main shrine. 

In earlier temple architecture, basically in Nagara style there were three kinds of shrines 
which were classified on the basis of pathway around the main shrine. In sandhara type 
there were no pradakshinapath around the main shrine whereas in nirandhara type there 
is pathway to do 'parikrama' around the main shrine. 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Under the dahsala system , the average produce of different crops as well as the average 
prices prevailing over the last ten(dah) years were calculated.  The revenue was not fixed 
for ten years. Hence, statement 1 is wrong. Under the ghalla- bakshi system, the produce 
from land was divided between the peasants and the state in fixed proportion

Consider the following statements about shrines of the temple in earlier 

1. Sandhara type were shrines without pradakshinapatha. 

2. Nirandhara type were shrines with pradakshinapatha. 

3. Sarvatobhadra were shrines which can be accessed from all sides. 

atements given above is/are correct?  

"Pradakshinapatha refers to the circumbulatory or pathway around the main shrine. 

re, basically in Nagara style there were three kinds of shrines 
which were classified on the basis of pathway around the main shrine. In sandhara type 
there were no pradakshinapath around the main shrine whereas in nirandhara type there 

arikrama' around the main shrine.  

XPLANATION 

Under the dahsala system , the average produce of different crops as well as the average 
ten(dah) years were calculated.  The revenue was not fixed 

bakshi system, the produce 
from land was divided between the peasants and the state in fixed proportion 

ng statements about shrines of the temple in earlier 

3. Sarvatobhadra were shrines which can be accessed from all sides.  

"Pradakshinapatha refers to the circumbulatory or pathway around the main shrine.  

re, basically in Nagara style there were three kinds of shrines 
which were classified on the basis of pathway around the main shrine. In sandhara type 
there were no pradakshinapath around the main shrine whereas in nirandhara type there 
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In saravatobhadra the shrine can be accessed from all sides as it has multiple gods and 
goddesses facing different direction, there is particular sequence for placing these deities 
in circular manner. Example of sarvatobh
D is the correct answer. 

 

QUESTION: With reference to Akbar's Rajput policy, consider the following statements: 

1. In pursuance of his rajput policy, Akbar abolished jizyah and extended pilgrimage tax to 
muslims also.  

2. Akbar not only inducted Rajput rajas into Mughal administration but also treated them 
on par with Mughal officials.  

3. Akbar treated matrimonial 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

  (A)  1 and 3 only  

  (B)  2 and 3 only  

  (C)  2 only  

  (D)  1, 2, and 3   

Answer: :c  

EXPLANATION:     

 Akbar abolished both jizyah and pilgrimage tax. Hence, statement 1 is wrong. 

Akbar treated Rajput and Mughal officials equally for e.g Man Singh and Bhagwant Das 
rose to mansab ranks of 7000 and 5000 respectively. Hence, statement 2 is correct. Akbar 
did not treat matrimonial alliances as test of loyalty and submission. No matrimonial 
relations were established with the Hadas of Ranthambhor, yet Surjan Hada was allotted 
jagirs in Garh-Katanga, served in Gujarat and elsewhere and rose to the rank 2000. Aga
when the rulers of Sirohi and Banswara submitted, no matrimonial relations were 
established with them. Neither were the matrimonial alliances forced upon the Rajputs, it 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

In saravatobhadra the shrine can be accessed from all sides as it has multiple gods and 
goddesses facing different direction, there is particular sequence for placing these deities 
in circular manner. Example of sarvatobhadra shrine is Vishnu temple at Deogarh". Hence 

With reference to Akbar's Rajput policy, consider the following statements: 

1. In pursuance of his rajput policy, Akbar abolished jizyah and extended pilgrimage tax to 

2. Akbar not only inducted Rajput rajas into Mughal administration but also treated them 
 

3. Akbar treated matrimonial alliances with Rajput rajas as test of loyalty and submission. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

Akbar abolished both jizyah and pilgrimage tax. Hence, statement 1 is wrong. 

Akbar treated Rajput and Mughal officials equally for e.g Man Singh and Bhagwant Das 
rose to mansab ranks of 7000 and 5000 respectively. Hence, statement 2 is correct. Akbar 

not treat matrimonial alliances as test of loyalty and submission. No matrimonial 
relations were established with the Hadas of Ranthambhor, yet Surjan Hada was allotted 

Katanga, served in Gujarat and elsewhere and rose to the rank 2000. Aga
when the rulers of Sirohi and Banswara submitted, no matrimonial relations were 
established with them. Neither were the matrimonial alliances forced upon the Rajputs, it 

XPLANATION 

In saravatobhadra the shrine can be accessed from all sides as it has multiple gods and 
goddesses facing different direction, there is particular sequence for placing these deities 

adra shrine is Vishnu temple at Deogarh". Hence 

With reference to Akbar's Rajput policy, consider the following statements:  

1. In pursuance of his rajput policy, Akbar abolished jizyah and extended pilgrimage tax to 

2. Akbar not only inducted Rajput rajas into Mughal administration but also treated them 

alliances with Rajput rajas as test of loyalty and submission. 

Akbar abolished both jizyah and pilgrimage tax. Hence, statement 1 is wrong.  

Akbar treated Rajput and Mughal officials equally for e.g Man Singh and Bhagwant Das 
rose to mansab ranks of 7000 and 5000 respectively. Hence, statement 2 is correct. Akbar 

not treat matrimonial alliances as test of loyalty and submission. No matrimonial 
relations were established with the Hadas of Ranthambhor, yet Surjan Hada was allotted 

Katanga, served in Gujarat and elsewhere and rose to the rank 2000. Again, 
when the rulers of Sirohi and Banswara submitted, no matrimonial relations were 
established with them. Neither were the matrimonial alliances forced upon the Rajputs, it 
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was more the force of circumstances and a realisation on the part of the rajas the
these marriages might confer on them. Hence, statement 3 is wrong.

 

QUESTION: Consider the following pairs: New Year Festival State 

1. Ugadi : Andhra Pradesh  

2. Losar : Arunanchal Pradesh 

3. Gudi Padwa : Maharashtra  

4. Vishu : Manipur  

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

  (A)  1, 2 and 3 only  

  (B)  1 and 3 only  

  (C)  2, 3 and 4 only  

  (D)  2 and 4 only   

Answer: :b  

EXPLANATION:     

 Ugadi is celebrated as New Year’s Day in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. The name Uga
is derived from the name “Yuga Adi”, which means ‘the beginning of a new age’. It is 
celebrated on the first day of the Hindu month Chaitra, which marks the onset of spring. 

The festival of Losar marks the beginning of New Year in Ladakh region of Jamm
Kashmir. Losar is Tibetan word for ‘new year’. Gudi Padwa is celebrated as New Year’s 
Day in Maharashtra.  It is celebrated on the same day as Ugadi i.e., the first day of the 
month Chaitra.  Lord Brahma is worshipped on this day and the gudi, Brahma
called Brahmadhvaj), is hoisted in every house as a symbolic representation of Rama’s 
victory over Ravana.   

Vishu is celebrated as New Year’s Day in Kerala.  It is celebrated on the first day of the 
Malayalam month of Medam (mid

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

was more the force of circumstances and a realisation on the part of the rajas the
these marriages might confer on them. Hence, statement 3 is wrong.

Consider the following pairs: New Year Festival State  

2. Losar : Arunanchal Pradesh  

 

of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?  

Ugadi is celebrated as New Year’s Day in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. The name Uga
is derived from the name “Yuga Adi”, which means ‘the beginning of a new age’. It is 
celebrated on the first day of the Hindu month Chaitra, which marks the onset of spring. 

The festival of Losar marks the beginning of New Year in Ladakh region of Jamm
Kashmir. Losar is Tibetan word for ‘new year’. Gudi Padwa is celebrated as New Year’s 
Day in Maharashtra.  It is celebrated on the same day as Ugadi i.e., the first day of the 
month Chaitra.  Lord Brahma is worshipped on this day and the gudi, Brahma
called Brahmadhvaj), is hoisted in every house as a symbolic representation of Rama’s 

Vishu is celebrated as New Year’s Day in Kerala.  It is celebrated on the first day of the 
Malayalam month of Medam (mid-April on the Gregorian calendar). Offerings to the 

XPLANATION 

was more the force of circumstances and a realisation on the part of the rajas the benefits 
these marriages might confer on them. Hence, statement 3 is wrong. 

Ugadi is celebrated as New Year’s Day in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. The name Ugadi 
is derived from the name “Yuga Adi”, which means ‘the beginning of a new age’. It is 
celebrated on the first day of the Hindu month Chaitra, which marks the onset of spring.  

The festival of Losar marks the beginning of New Year in Ladakh region of Jammu and 
Kashmir. Losar is Tibetan word for ‘new year’. Gudi Padwa is celebrated as New Year’s 
Day in Maharashtra.  It is celebrated on the same day as Ugadi i.e., the first day of the 
month Chaitra.  Lord Brahma is worshipped on this day and the gudi, Brahma’s flag (also 
called Brahmadhvaj), is hoisted in every house as a symbolic representation of Rama’s 

Vishu is celebrated as New Year’s Day in Kerala.  It is celebrated on the first day of the 
Gregorian calendar). Offerings to the 



         

 

        ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM 

divine called Vishukanni are neatly arranged on the eve of the festival and consist of rice, 
linen, cucumber, betel leaves, holy texts, coins and yellow flowers called konna (Cassia 
fistula). It is considered auspicio
this day, people read the Ramayana and go to temples, Hindu places of worship. Children 
burst crackers, people wear new clothes and prepare special dishes and the elders of the 
house give out money to the children, servants and tenants. The money given is called 
Vishukaineetam. 

 

QUESTION: Lord Shiva's image is sometime shown with three heads like the image of 
Maheshmurti at Elephanta caves. It symbolizes what? 

  (A)  different forms of Shiva which includes Bhairava, Uma and Shiva himself. 

  (B)  fierce, peaceful and feminine forms of Shiva.

  (C)  presence of Shiva in all directions. 

  (D)  Both the statements   (A)  and   (B)  are correct in this context. 

Answer: d  

EXPLANATION:     

 The three faces of Maheshmurti in Elephanta cave are with different expressions on their 
faces and different crowns as per their iconographic prescription. The central head is the 
main Shiva in a calm, peaceful and meditating s
face of Uma with all feminine characters. The right face is of Bhairav clearly shown in 
profile in anger with bulging eyes and moustache.

 

QUESTION: With reference to Chhau Dance, consider the following statemen

1. It is a dance practised mainly in Eastern India.

2. Masks are not worn in Mayurbhanj Chhau. 

3. Steps and techniques of Pari
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divine called Vishukanni are neatly arranged on the eve of the festival and consist of rice, 
linen, cucumber, betel leaves, holy texts, coins and yellow flowers called konna (Cassia 
fistula). It is considered auspicious to see the Vishukanni first thing in the morning. On 
this day, people read the Ramayana and go to temples, Hindu places of worship. Children 
burst crackers, people wear new clothes and prepare special dishes and the elders of the 

the children, servants and tenants. The money given is called 

Lord Shiva's image is sometime shown with three heads like the image of 
Maheshmurti at Elephanta caves. It symbolizes what?  

(A)  different forms of Shiva which includes Bhairava, Uma and Shiva himself. 

(B)  fierce, peaceful and feminine forms of Shiva. 

(C)  presence of Shiva in all directions.  

(D)  Both the statements   (A)  and   (B)  are correct in this context. 

The three faces of Maheshmurti in Elephanta cave are with different expressions on their 
faces and different crowns as per their iconographic prescription. The central head is the 
main Shiva in a calm, peaceful and meditating state. In the left of main Shiva there is the 
face of Uma with all feminine characters. The right face is of Bhairav clearly shown in 
profile in anger with bulging eyes and moustache. 

With reference to Chhau Dance, consider the following statemen

1. It is a dance practised mainly in Eastern India. 

2. Masks are not worn in Mayurbhanj Chhau.  

3. Steps and techniques of Pari-khanda, a form of martial art are used in Chhau. 

XPLANATION 

divine called Vishukanni are neatly arranged on the eve of the festival and consist of rice, 
linen, cucumber, betel leaves, holy texts, coins and yellow flowers called konna (Cassia 

us to see the Vishukanni first thing in the morning. On 
this day, people read the Ramayana and go to temples, Hindu places of worship. Children 
burst crackers, people wear new clothes and prepare special dishes and the elders of the 

the children, servants and tenants. The money given is called 

Lord Shiva's image is sometime shown with three heads like the image of 

(A)  different forms of Shiva which includes Bhairava, Uma and Shiva himself.  

(D)  Both the statements   (A)  and   (B)  are correct in this context.  

The three faces of Maheshmurti in Elephanta cave are with different expressions on their 
faces and different crowns as per their iconographic prescription. The central head is the 

tate. In the left of main Shiva there is the 
face of Uma with all feminine characters. The right face is of Bhairav clearly shown in 

With reference to Chhau Dance, consider the following statements:  

khanda, a form of martial art are used in Chhau.  
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

  (A)  1 only  

  (B)  1 and 2 only  

  (C)  2 and 3 only  

  (D)  1, 2 and 3   

Answer: :d  

EXPLANATION:     

 EXPLANATION:     

Chhau dance is a tradition from eastern India that enacts episodes from epics including 
the Mahabharata and Ramayana, local folklore and abstract themes
styles hail from the regions of Seraikella, Purulia and Mayurbhanj, the first two using 
masks. Chhau dance is intimately connected to regional festivals, notably the spring 
festival Chaitra Parva.  Steps and techniques of Parikhanda, a
in Chhau. It is performed exclusively by men. The dance is performed at night in an open 
space to traditional and folk melodies, played on the reed pipes ''mohuri'' and ''shehnai.'' 
This dance form is included in the UNESCO's 
Heritage of Humanity. 

 

QUESTION: Consider the following pairs: School of Art Stone Used 

1. Gandhara : Blue-grey Mica schist / Grey Sandstone 

2. Mathura : White Marble  

3. Amaravati : Spotted Red Sandstone 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

  (A)  1 only  

  (B)  1 and 2 only  

  (C)  2 and 3 only  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

Chhau dance is a tradition from eastern India that enacts episodes from epics including 
the Mahabharata and Ramayana, local folklore and abstract themes
styles hail from the regions of Seraikella, Purulia and Mayurbhanj, the first two using 
masks. Chhau dance is intimately connected to regional festivals, notably the spring 
festival Chaitra Parva.  Steps and techniques of Parikhanda, a form of martial art are used 
in Chhau. It is performed exclusively by men. The dance is performed at night in an open 
space to traditional and folk melodies, played on the reed pipes ''mohuri'' and ''shehnai.'' 
This dance form is included in the UNESCO's Representative List of the Intangible Cultural 

Consider the following pairs: School of Art Stone Used  

grey Mica schist / Grey Sandstone  

3. Amaravati : Spotted Red Sandstone  

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?  

XPLANATION 

Chhau dance is a tradition from eastern India that enacts episodes from epics including 
the Mahabharata and Ramayana, local folklore and abstract themes. Its three distinct 
styles hail from the regions of Seraikella, Purulia and Mayurbhanj, the first two using 
masks. Chhau dance is intimately connected to regional festivals, notably the spring 

form of martial art are used 
in Chhau. It is performed exclusively by men. The dance is performed at night in an open 
space to traditional and folk melodies, played on the reed pipes ''mohuri'' and ''shehnai.'' 

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural 
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  (D)  1, 2 and 3 only   

Answer: : A 

EXPLANATION:     

Gandhara School of Art: It was based on Greco
techniques and an alien spirit. It is also known as Graeco
foreign influence is evident from the sculptures of Buddha in which they bear 
resemblance to the Greek sculptures. Grey sandstone (Blue
is used in Gandhara School of Art. The Bamyan Buddha of Afghanistan were the example 
of the Gandhara School. The other materials used were Mud, Lime, Stucco. However, 
Marble was NOT used in Gandhara art. Terracotta was used rarely. Bimaran Casket has 
yielded the earliest specimen of the Gandhara Art. 

Mathura School of Art: The material used in this school was the spotted red sandstone. 
The Mathura School of Art, noted for its vi
the religious zeal of Brahmanism, Jainism and Buddhism. Images of Vaishnava and Shaiva 
faiths are also found at Mathura but Buddhist images are found in large numbers. The 
images of Vishnu and Shiva are re
Yakshas, Yakshinis, Shaivite and Vaishnavite deities and portrait statues are profusely 
sculpted.   

Amaravati School of Art: The third type of sculpture art that Flourished during the 
Kushana time was Amaravati School of art in the Andhra Pradesh. White Marble was used 
in this art and the themes were Buddha’s life and Jatakas tales. The curly hairs of Buddha 
is a feature that is influenced by the Greeks. In this school, the Kings, Princes, Palaces etc  
have got prominence. 

 

QUESTION: Which among the following places is based on the Dashavatara theme? 

  (A)  Deogarh temple, Jhansi  

  (B)  Kailash temple, Ellora  

  (C)  Udayagiri cave temple, Vidisha 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Gandhara School of Art: It was based on Greco-Roman norms encapsulating foreign 
techniques and an alien spirit. It is also known as Graeco-Buddhist School of art. The 
foreign influence is evident from the sculptures of Buddha in which they bear 

to the Greek sculptures. Grey sandstone (Blue-grey Mica schist to be precise) 
is used in Gandhara School of Art. The Bamyan Buddha of Afghanistan were the example 
of the Gandhara School. The other materials used were Mud, Lime, Stucco. However, 

NOT used in Gandhara art. Terracotta was used rarely. Bimaran Casket has 
yielded the earliest specimen of the Gandhara Art.  

Mathura School of Art: The material used in this school was the spotted red sandstone. 
The Mathura School of Art, noted for its vitality and assimilative character, was a result of 
the religious zeal of Brahmanism, Jainism and Buddhism. Images of Vaishnava and Shaiva 
faiths are also found at Mathura but Buddhist images are found in large numbers. The 
images of Vishnu and Shiva are represented by their weapons. Images of the Buddha, 
Yakshas, Yakshinis, Shaivite and Vaishnavite deities and portrait statues are profusely 

Amaravati School of Art: The third type of sculpture art that Flourished during the 
vati School of art in the Andhra Pradesh. White Marble was used 

in this art and the themes were Buddha’s life and Jatakas tales. The curly hairs of Buddha 
is a feature that is influenced by the Greeks. In this school, the Kings, Princes, Palaces etc  

Which among the following places is based on the Dashavatara theme? 

 

(C)  Udayagiri cave temple, Vidisha  

XPLANATION 

Roman norms encapsulating foreign 
Buddhist School of art. The 

foreign influence is evident from the sculptures of Buddha in which they bear 
grey Mica schist to be precise) 

is used in Gandhara School of Art. The Bamyan Buddha of Afghanistan were the example 
of the Gandhara School. The other materials used were Mud, Lime, Stucco. However, 

NOT used in Gandhara art. Terracotta was used rarely. Bimaran Casket has 

Mathura School of Art: The material used in this school was the spotted red sandstone. 
tality and assimilative character, was a result of 

the religious zeal of Brahmanism, Jainism and Buddhism. Images of Vaishnava and Shaiva 
faiths are also found at Mathura but Buddhist images are found in large numbers. The 

presented by their weapons. Images of the Buddha, 
Yakshas, Yakshinis, Shaivite and Vaishnavite deities and portrait statues are profusely 

Amaravati School of Art: The third type of sculpture art that Flourished during the 
vati School of art in the Andhra Pradesh. White Marble was used 

in this art and the themes were Buddha’s life and Jatakas tales. The curly hairs of Buddha 
is a feature that is influenced by the Greeks. In this school, the Kings, Princes, Palaces etc  

Which among the following places is based on the Dashavatara theme?  
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  (D)  Elephanta caves, Elephanta island  

Answer: :a  

EXPLANATION:     

 The Vishnu Temple based on Dashavatara theme is located at Deogarh. This temple is 
also a good resource for examining Gupta style sculptures and art. The Elephanta caves 
contain rock cut stone sculptures, representing the Shaiva Hindu sect, d
Lord Shiva.  The Kailasa temple is rock
and completed between 757-
designed to recall Mount Kailash, the home of Lord Shiva.  The Udaya
and completed under the patronage of Chandragupta II, Emperor of the Gupta Empire, in 
the late 4th and 5th century CE. The site is notable for its ancient monumental relief 
sculpture of Hindu god Vishnu, in his incarnation as the boarhead
earth. 

 

QUESTION: Which Sultanate ruler was known for his world class market control and 
agrarian policies and was considered as one of the great wonders of the world by the 
contemporary historians?  

  (A)  Iltutmish  

  (B)  Sher Shah Suri  

  (C)  Alauddin Khalji  

  (D)  Feroz Tughlaq   

Answer: :c  

EXPLANATION:     

 Alauddin Khalji was known for his world class market control and agrarian policies, which 
were considered great wonders of the world by the contemporary his
purpose of controlling market he set up three markets, one each for foodgrains, cloth and 
slaves and cattle. Register was maintained and strict regulations were imposed on 
traders. 
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(D)  Elephanta caves, Elephanta island   

The Vishnu Temple based on Dashavatara theme is located at Deogarh. This temple is 
also a good resource for examining Gupta style sculptures and art. The Elephanta caves 
contain rock cut stone sculptures, representing the Shaiva Hindu sect, d
Lord Shiva.  The Kailasa temple is rock-cut architecture. The temple was commissioned 

-783 CE, when Krishna I ruled the Rashtrakuta dynasty. It is 
designed to recall Mount Kailash, the home of Lord Shiva.  The Udaya
and completed under the patronage of Chandragupta II, Emperor of the Gupta Empire, in 
the late 4th and 5th century CE. The site is notable for its ancient monumental relief 
sculpture of Hindu god Vishnu, in his incarnation as the boarheaded Varaha, rescuing the 

Which Sultanate ruler was known for his world class market control and 
agrarian policies and was considered as one of the great wonders of the world by the 

Alauddin Khalji was known for his world class market control and agrarian policies, which 
were considered great wonders of the world by the contemporary his
purpose of controlling market he set up three markets, one each for foodgrains, cloth and 
slaves and cattle. Register was maintained and strict regulations were imposed on 

XPLANATION 

The Vishnu Temple based on Dashavatara theme is located at Deogarh. This temple is 
also a good resource for examining Gupta style sculptures and art. The Elephanta caves 
contain rock cut stone sculptures, representing the Shaiva Hindu sect, dedicated to the 

cut architecture. The temple was commissioned 
783 CE, when Krishna I ruled the Rashtrakuta dynasty. It is 

designed to recall Mount Kailash, the home of Lord Shiva.  The Udayagiri Caves carved 
and completed under the patronage of Chandragupta II, Emperor of the Gupta Empire, in 
the late 4th and 5th century CE. The site is notable for its ancient monumental relief 

ed Varaha, rescuing the 

Which Sultanate ruler was known for his world class market control and 
agrarian policies and was considered as one of the great wonders of the world by the 

Alauddin Khalji was known for his world class market control and agrarian policies, which 
were considered great wonders of the world by the contemporary historians. For the 
purpose of controlling market he set up three markets, one each for foodgrains, cloth and 
slaves and cattle. Register was maintained and strict regulations were imposed on 



         

 

        ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM 

 

QUESTION: With reference to Classical Dance of India, consider the following pairs: 

1. Tribhangi style: Odissi  

2. Introduction of dancers with a Dhuravu : Kathak 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

A) 1 only  

B) 2 only  

C) Both 1 and 2  

D) Neither 1 nor 2    

Correct Answer: A  

EXPLANATION:     

 Odissi, also known as Orissi , is one of the eight classical dance forms of India. It 
originates from the state of Odisha, in eastern India.  It is particularly distinguished from 
other classical Indian dance forms by the importance it places upon the Tribhangi , the 
dependent movement of head chest and pelvis. Kuchipudi is an Indian classical dance 
originating in Krishna district of Andhra pradesh , India, but popular all over South India. 
Each character comes on the stage and introduces themselves with a dhuravu (a small 
composition of both song and dance.) The dharavu introduces the identity of character 
and set the mood.  The drama then begins.

 

QUESTION: Consider the following pairs: 

1. Ustad Amjad Ali Khan : Sarod Samrat 

2. Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan : Tansen of 20th century 

3. Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma : Tabla Maestro 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

With reference to Classical Dance of India, consider the following pairs: 

2. Introduction of dancers with a Dhuravu : Kathak  

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?  

Odissi, also known as Orissi , is one of the eight classical dance forms of India. It 
originates from the state of Odisha, in eastern India.  It is particularly distinguished from 

n dance forms by the importance it places upon the Tribhangi , the 
dependent movement of head chest and pelvis. Kuchipudi is an Indian classical dance 
originating in Krishna district of Andhra pradesh , India, but popular all over South India. 

er comes on the stage and introduces themselves with a dhuravu (a small 
composition of both song and dance.) The dharavu introduces the identity of character 
and set the mood.  The drama then begins. 

Consider the following pairs:  

1. Ustad Amjad Ali Khan : Sarod Samrat  

2. Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan : Tansen of 20th century  

3. Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma : Tabla Maestro  

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?  

XPLANATION 

With reference to Classical Dance of India, consider the following pairs:  

Odissi, also known as Orissi , is one of the eight classical dance forms of India. It 
originates from the state of Odisha, in eastern India.  It is particularly distinguished from 

n dance forms by the importance it places upon the Tribhangi , the 
dependent movement of head chest and pelvis. Kuchipudi is an Indian classical dance 
originating in Krishna district of Andhra pradesh , India, but popular all over South India. 

er comes on the stage and introduces themselves with a dhuravu (a small 
composition of both song and dance.) The dharavu introduces the identity of character 
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A) 1 only  

B) 2 and 3  

C) 1 and 2  

D) 1 and 3    

Correct Answer: C  

Ustad Amjad Ali Khan is a distinguished maestro in the field of playing Sarod, He is 
popularly known as the "Sarod Samrat ". He is the sixth generation Sarod player in his 
renowned family.One name that truly epitomizes the 20th century Hindustan
music tradition is that of Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan. Often touted as the Tansen of 20th 
Century, this music maestro has blended the best of classical music and created a unique 
style of his own. Pandit Shivkumar Sharma is a very famous classi
acquired international fame by playing the classical instrument, Santoor . The Santoor is a 
trapezoid-shaped hammered dulcimer often made of walnut wood and has 72 strings, 
which are struck with two delicate carved wooden mallets. Popu
Maestro, Ustad Zakir Hussain is the son of the renowned tabla player Ustad Allah Rakha . 
He was born on 9th March, 1951 and showed much interest in tabla since a very young 
age. 

 

QUESTION: With reference to Indian theaters, consider t

Theatres : Region  

1. Swang : Haryana  

2. Maach : Meghalaya  

3. Yakshagaana : Tamil Nadu  

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

A) 1 only  

B) 1 and 2  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

Ustad Amjad Ali Khan is a distinguished maestro in the field of playing Sarod, He is 
popularly known as the "Sarod Samrat ". He is the sixth generation Sarod player in his 
renowned family.One name that truly epitomizes the 20th century Hindustan
music tradition is that of Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan. Often touted as the Tansen of 20th 
Century, this music maestro has blended the best of classical music and created a unique 
style of his own. Pandit Shivkumar Sharma is a very famous classi
acquired international fame by playing the classical instrument, Santoor . The Santoor is a 

shaped hammered dulcimer often made of walnut wood and has 72 strings, 
which are struck with two delicate carved wooden mallets. Popu
Maestro, Ustad Zakir Hussain is the son of the renowned tabla player Ustad Allah Rakha . 
He was born on 9th March, 1951 and showed much interest in tabla since a very young 

With reference to Indian theaters, consider the following pairs: 

 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?  

XPLANATION 

Ustad Amjad Ali Khan is a distinguished maestro in the field of playing Sarod, He is 
popularly known as the "Sarod Samrat ". He is the sixth generation Sarod player in his 
renowned family.One name that truly epitomizes the 20th century Hindustani classical 
music tradition is that of Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan. Often touted as the Tansen of 20th 
Century, this music maestro has blended the best of classical music and created a unique 
style of his own. Pandit Shivkumar Sharma is a very famous classical musician who has 
acquired international fame by playing the classical instrument, Santoor . The Santoor is a 

shaped hammered dulcimer often made of walnut wood and has 72 strings, 
which are struck with two delicate carved wooden mallets. Popularly, known as Tabla 
Maestro, Ustad Zakir Hussain is the son of the renowned tabla player Ustad Allah Rakha . 
He was born on 9th March, 1951 and showed much interest in tabla since a very young 

he following pairs:  
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C) 2 and 3  

D) 1 and 3    

Correct Answer: A  

EXPLANATION:     

 Saang , also known as Swang or Svang , is a popular folk dance
Rajasthan, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Malwa region of Madhya Pradesh. Swang 
incorporates suitable theatrics and mimicry (or nakal ) accompanied by song and 
dialogue. It is dialogue-oriented rather than movement
theatre form of Madhya Pradesh. The term Maach is used for the stage itself as also for 
the play. In this theatre form songs are given prominence in between the dialogues. 
Yakshagaana , traditional theatre form of Karnataka, is based on mythological stories and 
Puranas . The most popular episodes are from the Mahabharata.

 

QUESTION: Abhinaya Darpana by Nandikesvara is one of main sources for study of which 
of the following danceforms? 

A) Kathakali  

B) Bharatnatyam  

C) Kuchipudi  

D) Odishi    

 

Correct Answer: B  

EXPLANATION:     

The Abhinaya Darpana by Nandikesvara is one of the main sources of textual material, for 
the study of the technique and grammar of body movement in Bharatnatyam D
There is also a great deal of visual evidence of this dance form in paintings and stone and 
metal sculptures of ancient times. On the gopurams of the Chidambaram temple, one can 
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Saang , also known as Swang or Svang , is a popular folk dance
Rajasthan, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Malwa region of Madhya Pradesh. Swang 
incorporates suitable theatrics and mimicry (or nakal ) accompanied by song and 

oriented rather than movement-oriented.  Maach is the traditional 
theatre form of Madhya Pradesh. The term Maach is used for the stage itself as also for 
the play. In this theatre form songs are given prominence in between the dialogues. 

traditional theatre form of Karnataka, is based on mythological stories and 
Puranas . The most popular episodes are from the Mahabharata. 

Abhinaya Darpana by Nandikesvara is one of main sources for study of which 
of the following danceforms?  

The Abhinaya Darpana by Nandikesvara is one of the main sources of textual material, for 
the study of the technique and grammar of body movement in Bharatnatyam D
There is also a great deal of visual evidence of this dance form in paintings and stone and 
metal sculptures of ancient times. On the gopurams of the Chidambaram temple, one can 

XPLANATION 

Saang , also known as Swang or Svang , is a popular folk dance–theatre form in 
Rajasthan, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Malwa region of Madhya Pradesh. Swang 
incorporates suitable theatrics and mimicry (or nakal ) accompanied by song and 

oriented.  Maach is the traditional 
theatre form of Madhya Pradesh. The term Maach is used for the stage itself as also for 
the play. In this theatre form songs are given prominence in between the dialogues. 

traditional theatre form of Karnataka, is based on mythological stories and 

Abhinaya Darpana by Nandikesvara is one of main sources for study of which 

The Abhinaya Darpana by Nandikesvara is one of the main sources of textual material, for 
the study of the technique and grammar of body movement in Bharatnatyam Dance. 
There is also a great deal of visual evidence of this dance form in paintings and stone and 
metal sculptures of ancient times. On the gopurams of the Chidambaram temple, one can 
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see a series of Bharatnatyam poses. In many other temples, the charis an
dance are represented in sculpture and one can make a study of the dance form.

 

QUESTION: Lord Buddha's image is sometimes shown with the hand gesture called 
Bhumisparsha Mudra.  It symbolizes 

A) Buddha's calling of the Earth to watch over Mara and to prevent Mara from disturbing 
his meditation  

B) Buddha's calling for the Earth to witness his purity and chastity despite the 
temptations of Mara  

C) Buddha's reminder to his followers that they al
dissolve into the Earth, and thus this life is transitory 

D) Both the statements (A)  and (B)  are correct in this context

Correct Answer: B  

EXPLANATION:     

 The "earth witness" Buddha is one of the most common icon
depicts the Buddha sitting in meditation with his left hand, palm upright, in his lap, and 
his right hand touching the earth. This represents the moment of the Buddha's 
enlightenment.Just before Siddhartha Gautama realized enlight
the seat of enlightenment for himself, saying his spiritual accomplishments were greater 
than Siddhartha's. Mara challenged Siddhartha
reached out his right hand to touch the earth, and the eart
witness!" Mara disappeared.  And as the morning star rose in the sky, Siddhartha 
Gautama realized enlightenment and became a Buddha.

 

QUESTION: What is Vishti in Gupta period? 

A) A Kind of tax on common people, for maintaining army. 

B) A kind of Land grant  

ENLIGHT IAS PRELIMS PROGRAM – TEST 3 EXPLANATION

see a series of Bharatnatyam poses. In many other temples, the charis an
dance are represented in sculpture and one can make a study of the dance form.

Lord Buddha's image is sometimes shown with the hand gesture called 
Bhumisparsha Mudra.  It symbolizes  

A) Buddha's calling of the Earth to watch over Mara and to prevent Mara from disturbing 

B) Buddha's calling for the Earth to witness his purity and chastity despite the 

C) Buddha's reminder to his followers that they all arise from the Earth and finally 
dissolve into the Earth, and thus this life is transitory  

D) Both the statements (A)  and (B)  are correct in this context.   

The "earth witness" Buddha is one of the most common iconic images of Buddhism. It 
depicts the Buddha sitting in meditation with his left hand, palm upright, in his lap, and 
his right hand touching the earth. This represents the moment of the Buddha's 
enlightenment.Just before Siddhartha Gautama realized enlightenment, Mara claimed 
the seat of enlightenment for himself, saying his spiritual accomplishments were greater 
than Siddhartha's. Mara challenged Siddhartha--who will speak for you? Then Siddhartha 
reached out his right hand to touch the earth, and the earth itself roared, "I bear you 
witness!" Mara disappeared.  And as the morning star rose in the sky, Siddhartha 
Gautama realized enlightenment and became a Buddha. 

What is Vishti in Gupta period?  

) A Kind of tax on common people, for maintaining army.  

XPLANATION 

see a series of Bharatnatyam poses. In many other temples, the charis and karanas of the 
dance are represented in sculpture and one can make a study of the dance form. 

Lord Buddha's image is sometimes shown with the hand gesture called 

A) Buddha's calling of the Earth to watch over Mara and to prevent Mara from disturbing 

B) Buddha's calling for the Earth to witness his purity and chastity despite the 

l arise from the Earth and finally 

ic images of Buddhism. It 
depicts the Buddha sitting in meditation with his left hand, palm upright, in his lap, and 
his right hand touching the earth. This represents the moment of the Buddha's 

enment, Mara claimed 
the seat of enlightenment for himself, saying his spiritual accomplishments were greater 

who will speak for you? Then Siddhartha 
h itself roared, "I bear you 

witness!" Mara disappeared.  And as the morning star rose in the sky, Siddhartha 
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C) Forced labour for serving royal army and officials. 

D) A kind of ritual    

Correct Answer: C  

EXPLANATION:     

 The villagers were also subjected to forced labour called 
officials. 

 

QUESTION: Which of the following Chola king was given the title of “ Sungam Thavirtha 
Cholan ”?  

A) Aditya Chola  

B) Rajendra Chola I  

C) Rajendra Chola II  

D) Kulothunga I    

Correct Answer: D  

EXPLANATION:     

Kulathunga gave a new turning point to the Chola history. He controlled the Pandya and 
Chera kings. He fought with the western chalukya king Vikramadithya . During the reign of 
Kulothunga , the Chola Empire was very extensive. He took back
Vijayaditya . Kulothunga -I was known to Far Eastern countries like China and Sumatra.  
He sent an embassy to the Chinese court. Later he lost his control over the northern part 
of Ceylon. He had control over the southern part of Cey
introduced reforms to improve the economic conditions of Chola Kingdom. He carried out 
a systematic land survey.He abolished many taxes and gave relief to the people from tax 
burden. In appreciation of this service, he was c
introduced many administrative reforms. His rule gave the benefits of internal peace and 
benevolent administration. Kulothunga 
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) Forced labour for serving royal army and officials.  

The villagers were also subjected to forced labour called vishti for serving royal army and 

Which of the following Chola king was given the title of “ Sungam Thavirtha 

Kulathunga gave a new turning point to the Chola history. He controlled the Pandya and 
Chera kings. He fought with the western chalukya king Vikramadithya . During the reign of 
Kulothunga , the Chola Empire was very extensive. He took back 

I was known to Far Eastern countries like China and Sumatra.  
He sent an embassy to the Chinese court. Later he lost his control over the northern part 
of Ceylon. He had control over the southern part of Ceylon. He controlled Kalinga.  He 
introduced reforms to improve the economic conditions of Chola Kingdom. He carried out 
a systematic land survey.He abolished many taxes and gave relief to the people from tax 
burden. In appreciation of this service, he was called “ Sungam Thavirtha Cholan ”. He 
introduced many administrative reforms. His rule gave the benefits of internal peace and 
benevolent administration. Kulothunga -I had been called as one of the greatest among 

XPLANATION 

vishti for serving royal army and 

Which of the following Chola king was given the title of “ Sungam Thavirtha 

Kulathunga gave a new turning point to the Chola history. He controlled the Pandya and 
Chera kings. He fought with the western chalukya king Vikramadithya . During the reign of 

 the Vengi throne from 
I was known to Far Eastern countries like China and Sumatra.  

He sent an embassy to the Chinese court. Later he lost his control over the northern part 
lon. He controlled Kalinga.  He 

introduced reforms to improve the economic conditions of Chola Kingdom. He carried out 
a systematic land survey.He abolished many taxes and gave relief to the people from tax 

alled “ Sungam Thavirtha Cholan ”. He 
introduced many administrative reforms. His rule gave the benefits of internal peace and 

I had been called as one of the greatest among 
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the Chola kings. He was succeeded by some w
an end.  
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the Chola kings. He was succeeded by some weak rulers. Then the Chola power came to 

XPLANATION 

eak rulers. Then the Chola power came to 


