
PHILOSOPHICAL ESSAY 
DISCUSSION

BY- ANTRIKSH JAIN (AIR-130, CSE’21)



PHILOSOPHICAL ESSAY-

• Important Points to remember-

1. Easier than normal essay as many dimensions can be included.

2. Anecdotal Introduction or poem etc.

3. Linking paragraph with various question statements.

4. Main body with various dimensions (MR. SPEECHLIT)

5. Pre conclusion having solutions or best way.

6. Conclusion with poem or anecdotal ending.

7. Flow and coherence (connecting words within lines and within paragraphs)

8. Chronology of examples.
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CONCLUSION



•Philosophy of wantlessness 
is utopian and that of 
materialism is chimera.



PHILOSOPHY OF WANTLESSNESS IS UTOPIAN AND THAT OF 
MATERIALISM IS CHIMERA.

1) Introduction- Anecdote (Marxist criticism of stateless society and inherent goodness of humans) or Jonas Salk 
polio vaccine.

2) Linking paragraph- what is wantlessness? What is Materialism? Why Wantlessness is utopian? Is wantlessness 
good? Why Materialism is Chimera? Is materialism good? What is the ideal approach of life Wantlessness or 
materialism.

3) Main body- make headings and write 3-4 examples each.



1) What is wantlessness- 1) definition

• 2) Bhishma Pitamah (Mahabharat)

3) Chandragupta’s Sallekhana

4) Tata and its charity.

5) Gandhi ji and their fight against untouchablity



• 5) what is Materialism- 1) definition

2) Duryodhan (Power)

3) Digital Narcissism (status/recognition)

4)  Vijay Mallya (money)

5) China (recognition, super power status, debt trap diplomacy, cheque book diplomacy)



6)  Why wantlessness is utopian-

- not possible why? – child being selfish doesn’t want to share his toys.

-- Indian aid. LoC, soft loans to other countries with an aim

-- Plato- philosopher king- Knowledge is pleasure,  but himself accepts it to be wrong later on.

-- Ecological niche, competition for survival, Darwins’s theory of evolution, competitive exclusion.



7) is wantlessness good ?

- Jonas Salk (Polio vaccine)

- Symbiotic relationship- commensalism (Whale and Barnacle, epiphytes)

- Philanthropists- Sudha Murthy, Bill Gates, Gautam Adani.



• 8) Why materialism is chimera?

- trading to colonialism of nations and their subordination.

- sexual gratification leading to marital rapes and gang rapes.

- cold war era- nuclear arms race and now Kim Jong Un.

- America’s invasion to be a hegemon leading to ISIS, Islamic fundamentalism, refugee crisis.

- Metaverse- digitalisation , also instances of theft in metaverse, rapes etc.



9) Materialism: a double edged sword-

- Capitalism premised on it also leads to innovation & ease of living. (washing machine, life saving drugs)

- Trusteeship by Gandhiji. 

- Aristotle- Surplus- scope of charity- will do better, a source of inspiration.

- evolution of human race as a whole.

- Marx- surplus leads to stratification which leads to subordination- slavery.



10) What should be the ideal approach materialism or wantlessness?

- Mix of both

-- 4 purusharthas- Dharma, Arth, Kama, Moksha 

-- Buddha’s middle path (compassionate capitalism, patenting only for 20 years not eternity, sustainable 
development, sexual gratification with consent even if it’s a wife)



For this not at country level but at individual level it should start.

• Poem 1 -

“start now,

Start where you are,

Start with fear,

Start with pain,

Start with doubt,

Start with hands shaking,

Start with voice trembling but start,

Start and don’t stop,

Start where you are, with what you have.

Just start”  

• Quote 1-

“Our greatness lies not so much in changing the world as in changing ourselves” - Gandhi

Ending with a generic conclusion.
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